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Nancalk,  July  9,  1851. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Boutox, 
Dear  Sir, 

In  bohalf  of  tlieir  fellow  citl/.en.s,  tins  day  assembled  to  commemo- 
rate the  Two-Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the  Town,  the  under- 
signed, appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose  at  the  close  of  the  public  ex- 
ercises of  the  occasion,  would  return  you  tiio  cordial  thanks  of  the  people  for 
your  highly  interestinfr  an<i  able  Di-u-ourse,  and  would  respectfully  solicit  a 
copy  of  the  same  for  publication  ^ 

Geo.  VV\  Betts, 
\  Edwin  Hall, 

\    '  C.  E.  DlSBROW, 

.  S.  W.  Benedict, 

Commillee. 


TO 

THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  NOUWALK  ; 
AND  TO  THE 
DESCENDANTS  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  SETTLERS, 
SCATTERED  IN  EVERY  PART  OF  OUR  CO:iIMON  COUNTRY  ; 

Siljis  Discourse 

IS  VERY  RESPECTFULLY  INSCRIBED  BY 

THE  AUTHOR. 


DISCOUESE. 


It  must  be  deemed  most  appropriate  to  tlils  oi^-ca-lon, 
to  acknowledge  witli  profound  gratitude,  at  tlie  very 
commencement  of  tliese  ser\TLces,  tlie  Divine  o-oodne-s  to 
US  and  to  our  fatliers ;  and  to  adopt,  as  significant  of 
our  design,  tlie  inspired  declaration:  "  Oxe  gexkkation 

SHALL    PKALSE    THY    WOKKS    UNTO    A?s"OTIIEIl    AND    SI  [ALL 

DECLAKE  THY  ^iiGHTY  ACTS."'"  AYc  mcct  to  couimemor- 
ate  the  settlement  of  tlie  town;  to  repeat  tlie  name-, 
reliearse  tlie  deeds,  enumerate  tlie  trials,  sacrifices  and 
sufteiings;  to  celebrate,  and,  we  trust,  to  imitate  the 
virtues  of  our  ancestors.  Some  of  us  come  A\'itli  ghid 
liearts  from  remote  places  to  greet  kindred  and  friends; 
to  visit  once  more  our  native  iio:\[es — the  loved  scones  of 
our  cliildliood  and  youth — to  see  where  our  father.-  iir.-^t 
built  their  habitations  and  to  walk  over  their  gra\-cs. 
We  come  to  sm-vey  once  more  from  natures  amphi- 
tlieater  of  liills  and  from  the  top  of  "the  rocks,"  a  scene 
more  beautiful  and  picturesrpie  of  islands  ami  main,  of 
sea  and  land,  of  hill  and  dale,  of  dwellings  and  ships, 
than  ever  in  other  spots,  saluted  our  eyes.    We  all  meet 

*•  Ps.  145  :  4. 
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to  praise  and  to  give  thanks  to  tlie  God  of  our  fatliers, 
that  through  his  benignant  Providence,  the  "lines"  of 
our  nativity  or  our  hal/itation  "are  fallen  to  us  in  these 
pleasant  places,"  and  that  we  derive  from  them  "this 
goodly  heritage." 

Two  hundred  years  ago  the  present  season,  the  settle- 
ment of  this  town  was  l)ei:cnn.  At  a  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Court  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  2Gth  June, 
1650,  Nathaniel  Elv  and  IIicuard  Olmsteab  in  the 
behalf  of  themselves  and  other  inhabitants  of  Hartford, 
desired  the  leave  and  aj)])robation  of  the  Court  for 
planting  of  Norwaake ; to  whom  an  answ^er  was  re- 
turned in  substance  as  follows :  That  the  Court  could 
not  but  approve  of  the  endeavors  of  men  for  the  further 
improvement  of  the  wil(k*nies<,  by  the  begimiing  and 
carr^dns;  on  of  new  plantations  in  an  orderly  way;  and 
leaving  the  consideration  of  the  just  grounds  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  petitioners  to  its  proj)er  place,  did  man- 
ifest their  willingness  to  |.romote  their  design  by  all  due 
encouragement,  in  case  tl^'ir  way  for  such  an  under- 
takinf-  were  found  cKar  raiil  good.;  and  pro\'ided  the 
numbei-s  and  quality  of  tlit.«^e  tliat  engage  therein  appear 
to  be  such  as  may  l  atioually  carry  on  the  work  to  the 
advantage  of  the  i)ii1'lic  welfare  and  peace;  that  they 
may  make  preparation^  and  ]»rovisions  for  their  own  de- 
fence and  safety,  that  the  country  may  not  be  exposed 
to  unnecessary  trouble  and  danger  in  these  hazardous 
times;  that  the  divl-;-n- of  hn<U  there  to  such  as  shall 
inhabit,  be  ma.le  by  ju^t  rules  and  with  the  approbation 
*  The  spelling  is  rctaincJ  as  in  tlic  original  recoil. 
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of  a  committee  a])pointed  for  that  (.ncl  by  this  Court  or 
to  Le  rectified  by  tlie  Court  in  case  of  aberrations,  and 
that  they  attend  a  due  payment  of  their  proportions  in 
all  public  charges,  with  a  ready  observation  of  the  other 
wholesome  orders  of  the  country."  * 

Tliis  is  the  first  mention  of  Norwalk  in  tlie  ancient 
records  of  the  Colony.  In  order  to  understand  distinctly 
the  situation  of  the  phice  at  that  time,  and  the  ])repar- 
atory  steps  to  its  settlement,  it  may  be  briefly  stated 
that  the  Connecticut  colony  was  begun  in  1G35,  by  em- 
igrants from  the  vicinity  of  Boston:  "About  one  Imn- 
dred  men,  women,  and  children,  took  their  de})arture 
from  Dorchester,  Newtownf  and  AVatertown,  to  travel 
on  foot  through  an  unbroken  wilderness.  They  were 
fourteen  days  performing  the  tedious  journey.  The  wil- 
derness then  for  the  first  time  resounded  with  the  praises 
of  God.  They  prayed  and  sung  psalms  and  hymns  as 
they  marclied  along ;  the  Indians  following  and  looking 
on  in  silent  admiration. J  These  emigrants  were  of  the 
true  Puritan  stock — pilgrims  fied  from  oppression  and 
persecution  iu  their  native  land.  They  settled,  with 
others,  that  soon  followed,  in  Windsor,  Hartford  and 
Vethersfiekh§ 

*  Sec  Colonial  Records  of  Conn.,  1G3C — 16C5,  p.  210,  publisheJ  by 
J.  Ilaniinond  Trumbull,  Secretary  of  State  :  Hartford,  1850. 
f  Now  Cambridge. 

J  !Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  1st  Series,  vol.  v.  p.  167. 

§  Ajnong  the  early  settlers  of  Windsor,  we  recognize  the  names  of 
several  whose  descendants  are  now  with  vs  or  o/us.  One  was  the  liev. 
EniRAiM  IIuiT,  who  came  over  in  1639,  and  was  colleague  pastor  with 
the  Rev.  John  Warham ;  another  was  John  Bissell,  who  came  over 


8  insTonicAL  discourse. 

The  ongiual  occu])aiits  of  tliis  soil  as  of  all  other  parts 
of  New  England,  were  Indians.  Here  they  constituted 
parts  of  two  dans,  one  occupying  the  aixst  and  the  other 
the  west  side  of  the  river.  These  Indians  were  at  the 
time  tributary  to  the  ]\Ioha\vk>,  a  })owerful  tribe  whose 
head-quarters  were  beyond  Albany,  but  whose  conquests 
had  extended  over  most  of  the  tribes  west  of  the  Con- 
necticut liver  and  on  Long  Island.  The  Indians  on 
Long  Island  and  on  the  main  op})osite,  it  is  said,  "were 
counted  more  barbarous,  treacherous  and  false,  than  any 
other  sort  of  them.'''" 

The  first  purchase  of  these  lands  from  the  Indians,  was 
made  by  KoGEii  Lt'dlow,  Esq.,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  2Gth  Feb.  1G40;  and  on  the  west  side  by  Capt. 
Daisiel  Patrick,  20th  April,  1040.  The  consideration 
for  the  land,  given  by  IMr.  Ludlow  was,  "  eight  fathom  of 

with  Mr.  Iluit,  and  was  otic  of  the  deputies  at  the  General  Court  that 
answered  the  petition  for  the  settling  of  Xorwalk.  He  is  supposed  to 
have  been  the  ancestor  of  Gov.  Clarke  Bissell  of  Norwalk.  llie  life  of 
•Mr.  Huit  was  short,  hut  he  lol\  his  impress  on  his  generation,  and  his 
character  survives  in  his  descendants.  On  his  tond^stone  in  the  old 
bury ing-gro and  at  Windsor,  is  tlic  followhig  quaint,  but  most  expressive 
inscription : 

"  Who,  while  he  lived,  we  drew  our  vital  breath ; 
Who,  when  he  died,  his  dying  w;is  our  death ; 
Who  was  the  stay  of  State,  the  Church's  staff; 
Alas  !  the  times  forbid  an  epitai-h." 
Mr,  Iluit  died  Sv])t.  4,  lfvl4.    Johnson  >ays  of  him:  • 

*'  And  Iluit  had  his  arguings  strong  and  right." 
Tlie  name  is  spelt  IltMiit,  llewyt,  Hewitt.    He  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  ancestor  of  Rev.  Natlianiel  He^vitt,  ]).!).,  now  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  who  was  present  at  the  celebration. 
*  Hubbard's  Narrative,  Mass.  HLst.  Coll. 
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wampiim,-^^  six  coats,  ten  liatcliets,  ten  lu.es,  tea  knives,  ten 
scissors,  ten  je^vs-llarps,  ten  t-itauin  tobacco,  tliree  kettles 
of  six  hands  about,  ten  looking-glasses."  And  for  this 
lie  received  "all  tlie  lands,  meadows,  j)asturing,  trees, 
whatsoever  there  is,  and  grounds  Ix'tween  the  two 
rivers,  the  one  called  Norwalke,  the  other  Soakatuck,  to 
the  middle  of  said  rivers,  from  the  sea  a  day's  ^\-alk  into 
the  country."f 

Captain  Patrick's  j^jurchase  made  of  three  Indian 
sachems,  extended  from  the  middle  of  the  rivei-  to  a 
western  bound  called  Noewanton,  including  two  i>lands, 
and  "as  farr  up  in  the  country  as  an  Indian  can  goe  in  a 
day,  from  sun  risinge  to  sun  settinge and  "all  trees, 
meadows,  waters,  and  naturell  adjuncts  thereunto  be- 
longing." For  this  he  agreed  to  pay.  of  wam])um  ten 
fathoms,  hatchets  three,  hoes  three, — when  ships  come, — 
six  glasses,  twelve  tobacco  pipes,  three  knives,  ten  drills, 
ten  needles" — this,  as  "full  satisfaction  for  the  afore- 
mentioned lands;"  and  for  the  peaceable  ])o>session  of 
which,  31ahachemill,  one  of  the  Indians,  "  did  promise 
and  undertake  to  silence  all  opjjosers  of  the  j)urcliase, 
any  should  in  his  time  act."J 

'    AVe  may  have  the  curiosity  to  know  ^vho  were  Koger 

*  Wampum  is  Indian  money.    "  It  was  of  two  kinds.    Or.  . 
made  of  the  stem  or  stock  of  the  2Jcriwi)ikle — c^f  tliis  sort  six  pissed  for 
an  English  penny.    The  other  was  bhick  or  bhie,  made  of  th  )  sholl  of 
the  po(pionock  or  round  clam,  of  which  sort  three  made  a  jx-nny." — 
Roger  Wdliauis'  Key^  itc. 

\  See  Ancient  Historical  Records  of  Norwalk,  by  Edwin  llall,  1847^ 
page  30. 

X  Records  of  Norwalk,  p.  31. 
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Ludlow,  Esq.  and  Ca])t.  Daniel  Patrick :  of  what  rii^lit, 
and  by  what  authority  did  tliey,  personally  and  in  their 
own  names,  make  these  purchases  of  the  Indians  ?  lloger 
Ludlow  came  out  from  JMiirland  in  1G30,  as  one  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  ^lassacliu^ett^  colony.    He  was  re- 
puted "  a  pious  gentleman  of  gtM.)d  family  in  the  west  of 
England he  belonged  to  the  same  company  with  Gov. 
John  AYintlirop,  Thomas  Dudley,  and  "some  eminent 
and  noted  ministers,  such  as  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  George 
Phillips  and  Mr.  "Warham."    He  remained  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts colony,  in  honor  and  otru-e, — oiie  year  Deputy 
Governor — till  IGoo;  then  removed  to  Connecticut,  set- 
tled at  Windsor,  and  from  the  fu*st  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal  men  in  the  colony.     Kvery  year  he  was  either 
Assistant  or  Deputy  Governor  till  lO.")!.  Distinguished 
for  his  knowledge  of  the  civil  law,  he  was  appointed  to 
di'aw  up  a  code  for  the  government  of  the  colony; — 
which  he  did,  and  the  same  was  a<lopted  as  Ludlow's 
Code  in  1650.    After  the  (lefi*at  and  destruction  of  the 
Pcquot  Lidians,  at  the  ^ly<uc  fort,  hy  Capt.  Mason, 
1637,  Ludlow  was  deputed  as  ono  of  the  magistrates,  to 
accompany,  the  victorious  s. .Idler-,  westward,  in  pursuit 
of  such  Indians  as  had  escap'-d  :  and  he  followed  them  in 
their  flight  along  the  coa>t  t<>  the  eek'l)rated  swamp, 
Sasco,  in  Fairfield,  Avheiv  anotlier  liLrht  took  place  and 
more  of  the  savages  were  slain.    This  excursion  west- 
ward gave  him  a  view  of  tlie  beautiful  and  fertile  i-egion 
about  Faii-field;  and  at  tin-  time  or  soon  after  he  pro- 
jected a  settlement  there.    In  he  removed  from 
Windsor  to  Faiifield,  and  with  tiglit  or  ten  families, 
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began  a  plant  at  ion. His  residence  at  Fairfield  was  his 
introduction  to  Xorwalk ;  the  eastern  part  of  which  he 
purchased  in  1G40.  He  i)ro1)ably  did  this  on  his  personal 
responsibility,  and  without  the  approlxition  of  the  Court. 
Eminent  as  he  was  in  abilities,  ^Ir.  Ludlow  was  evidently 
of  an  ambitious  and  selfish  spirit;  and  sometimes  adopted 
measures  for  his  own  interest,  for  which  he  incurred  cen- 
sure. For  certain  proceedings  al)out  Fairfield,  in  1G39, 
wlien  Deputy  Governor,  he  was  called  to  account,  and 
made  an  apology  which  was  not  accepted.  To  purchase 
land  of  the  Indians  for  one's  private  advantage  and  ^vitli- 
out  the  authority  of  the  Court,  was  contrary  to  the  New 
England  laws,  and  soon  after  to  the  special  order  of  the 
General  Court  of  Connecticut.f  In  1G53,  Mr.  Ludlow 
imprudently  engaged  in  hostile  measures  against  tlie 
Dutch ;  and  took  the  command  of  a  company  of  soldiei's 
at  Fairfield,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  war  into 
New  York,  "against  the  Manhadoes."  Incurring  still 
further  the  disapprobation  of  the  authority,  and  fearing 
probably  worse  consequences,  he  suddenly  departed  from 
the  colony,  to  Virginia — carrying  the  original  records  of 
Fairfield,  of  which  he  was  town-clerk,  aAvay  with  him.J 

Of  Captain  Patrick,  we  can  say  much  less  to  his  credit. 
He  was  a  soldier  by  profession.  With  scarcely  au  excep- 
tion, in  every  notice  of  him,  in  early  records,  we  find  hiin 

*  See  Prince's  Annals,  1630.  Winllirop's  Jouriial,  vol.  i.,  Cul.  Kec. 
of  Conn,  and  Holmes'  Annals,  v.  i.,  p.  253. 

t  Col.  Ree.  p.  35  and  402;  also  Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  1st  Series,  pp.  174 

-178. 

I  For  a  more  full  account  of  Ludlow,  see  Winthrop's  Journal ;  Trum. 
Hist.  Coim.  vol.  i.  ch.  11,  and  Col.  Piec. 
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engaged  in  some  sort  of  quarrel,  eitln-r  y)iil)ric  or  pi-ivate. 
He  came  to  this  country  in  lGr»0,  ^vitll  tlie  goodly  com- 
pany to  wliicli  Ludlow  l>eloiigcd.    Hl-  settled,  first,  at 
Watertown ;  had  command  of  forty  ^Massachusetts  men 
in  the  Pequot  war  ;  and  was  hi  the  swaiuj)  light  in  Fair- 
field, 1637.    But  I  Avill  tell  Ills  ^torv  in  the  lanicuanre  of 
Governor  Winthrop,  who  kucNs-  liini  ^\■elL    Under  date 
of  1643,  he  says  :  "  Ahout  this  time,  Captain  Daniel  Pat- 
rick was  killed  at  Stamfoi'd,  hy  a  Diitehmaii,  who  shot 
him  dead  with  a  pistol.   This  captain  was  entertained  by 
us,  out  of  Holland  (Avhere  he  \s'a-  a  common  S'oldier  of 
the  Prince's  guard),  to  exercise^  our  men.    We  made  him 
a  captain,  and  maintained  liim.    .Vfter,  he  was  admitted 
a  member  of  the  church  of  Watertown,  and  a  freeman. 
But  he  grew  very  proud  and  vicious  ;  f<  >r,  though  he  had 
a  wife  of  his  own,  a  good  Duteli  woman,  and  comely,  yet 
he  despised  her,  and  iolLnved  after  other  women;  and 
perceiving  that  he  was  di-eovertMl,  and  that  such  eWl 
com-ses  would  not  be  endured  hero,  and  being,  withal,  of 
a  vain  and  unsettled  di-poMti.>n,  lie  went  from  us,  and 
sat  down  within  twenty  mih-  of  tin-  Duteli  [at  Green- 
wich], and  put  himself  un.ii-r  lln  ir  protection,  and  joined 
their  church,  without  being  di-mi«-^ed  from  Watertown. 
But  when  the  Indians  ar^^e  in  tim^e  parts,  he  lied  to 
Stamford,  and  there  wa>  -hiin.     Tlie  Dutchman  who 
killed  him,  was  apprehend. 'd,  but  made  an  escape:  and 
this  w^as  the  fruit  of  hi-  uiek.  d  c<.ur-e,  and  breach  of 
covenant  with  his  wife,  with  th«'  ehui-eh,  and  with  that 
state  who  had  called  him,  and  maintained  him;  and  he 
found  his  death  from  that  han.l  v>]i.-iv  lie  sought  protec- 
tion.    It  is  observable,  that  he  was  killed  u])on  the 
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Lord's  day,  in  tlie  time  of  tlie  aftuniooii  exercise,  (for  he 
seldom  went  to  the  pu1)lic  assemhlies.)  It  Avas  in  Cap- 
tain Underhill's  house.  The  Dutelimaii  liad  charged  him 
with  treachery,  for  causing  one  hundred  and  twenty  men 
to  come  to  him,  upon  his  promise  to  direct  them  to  the 
Indians,  &c.,  but  deluded  tlieni.  Whei'eupon  the  captain 
gave  him  ill  language,  and  si)it  in  liis  face ;  and  turning 
to  go  out,  the  Dutclinian  ^hot  him  behind,  in  tlie  head; 
so  he  fell  down  dead,  and  never  spake."''- 

I  sliall  not  here  enter  into  the  cpiestion,  wliether  the 
consideration  paid  the  Indians  l>y  Ludlow  and  Patrick, 
for  their  lands,  was  adequate  and  fair.  At  tliat  })eriod, 
lands  in  a  wilderness  state  had  scarcely  even  a  nominal 
value.  As  late  as  1713,  ]\Lissaclmsetts  made  a  grant  of 
107,793  acres  of  land  to  Connecticut,  wliich  was  sold  in 
shares,  at  the  average  rate  of  one  farthing  per  acre.f 
Much  less  shall  I  attempt  to  vmdicate  the  light  of  Lud- 
low and  Patrick,  to  make  the  purchase  for  themselves ; 
all  we  can  say,  is,  that  at  tliat  time  there  was  no  hiw  in 
tlie  Connecticut  colony  j^rohibiting  it.  The  purclia<e, 
however,  beim>:  made,  was  regarded  as  valid.  Hence,  tlie 
intended  settlers,  before  their  application  to  the  General 
Court,  2Gth  June,  1650,  had  made  au  agreement,  lOtli 
June,  with  Mr.  Ludlow,  for  his  interest  in  the  lands  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river;  and  immediately  after,  L-t 
July,  obtained  a  contirmation  to  themselves  of  Caj.tain 
Patiick^s  purchase.^  On  the  15th  February,  following, 
1651,  they  obtained  a  deed  from  Paickinheage,  and  other 

*  Winthrop's  Journal,  vol.  ii.,  p.  151. 
\  Truiii.  Ilibt.  Conn.,  p.  447. 
X  Kec.  of  Norwcilk,  pp.  32-34. 
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Indians,  of  anotlier  tract  of  land,  lyini,^  west  of  Patrick's 
purchase,  at  Eooton,  and  alonir  1)y  a  ])rook  called  Pani- 
paskeslianke,  up  into  tlic  country,  l)y  marked  trees,  to 
an  undefined  extent,  for  whu-h  they  paid  "thirty  fathom 
of  wampum,  ten  kettles,  llt'teen  coats,  ten  pair  of  stock- 
ings, ten  knives,  ten  hooks,  twenty  pii>es,  ten  mucks,  and 
ten  needles."* 

In  their  acrrcement  with  Ludlow,  the  intended  settlers 
covenant  and  promise,  "  that  they  will  set  upon  the 
planting  of  the  said  Xorwalke  with  all  convenient  s])eed, 
and  be  ready  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  spring,  to 
begin  and  inhalut  with  some  considerable  company  ;  that 
they  will  in^dte  an  orthodox  and  approved  minister,  as 
speedily  as  possible;  that  their  })laiitation  shall  consist  of 
at  least  thirty  aj)])roved  families,  and  that  they  will  not 
receive  in  any,  that  they  be  o}>noxious  to  the  public 
good  of  the  conmionwealth  of  Connecticut."  Upon  these 
considerations,  ^Mr.  T.ii<ll<>w  surrenders  his  right  to  the 
lands  in  Norwallc,  reipiiriiig  tlie  settlei-s  to  pay  to  him 
only  the  reasonable  sum  of  I'l.'),  which  he  b*aid  was  the 
orio-inal  cost  with  interest  thereon  tVom  the  time  of  his 
purchase,  and  guaranteeing  a  convenient  lot  for  his  sons.f 

On  such  terms  was  the  ]>lantati<)n  of  Xorwalk  begun, 
in  the  spring  of  10">1.  Acc(»i*dingly,  on  the  11th  Sep- 
tember following,  at  a  general  C<,>urt  in  Hartford,  it  was 
ordered,  "that  Xorwanke  >hall  Ix-  a  town,  and  that  they 
provide  an  inluibitant,  iwcording  to  oi-der,  who  shall  sea- 
sonably be  tendered  to  take  the  oath  of  constable.''^ 

*  For  deeds,  d:e.,  of  these  j-un  lia-^^'M,  soo  llcc.  of  Nor\vjilk,  pp.  33-34. 
f  Reo.  of  Norwalk,  p.  33. 

J  Col.  Rec,  p.  224.  At  the  same  court,  ^f^^ssab€sic,  since  called  Mid- 
dletown,  was  constituted  a  town. 
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Thoiigli,  in  itself,  of  simill  inomont,  yet,  ^l8  the  origin 
of  our  name  lias  been  called  in  question  by  respectable 
authority,  and  an  error  in  regard  to  it  Ijct^n  s])rcad 
through  standard  books,  it  may  })e  worth  while  to 
inquire  Avhence  the  name?  Barber,  in  his  Historical 
Collections,  says,  that  according  to  tradition,  "the  name 
is  derived  from  the  one-day's  JVorth-vxdl-^  that  limited 
the  northern  extent  of  the  purchase  from  the  Indians." 
Whence  he  learned  tlie  tradition,  Ave  know  not ;  but  that 
it  is  erroneous,  if  not  fabulous,  ^ye  do  kuo\\'.  (1.)  The 
original  deeds,  in  IG^O,  give  the  name  Xorwalke,  as  then 
designating  the  river,  and  there  is  the  same  evidence 
that  that  was  the  original  Indian  name,  as  that  SauhiiuJz 
and  liooton  were.  (2.)  All  the  settlements  along  the 
coast,  and  in  the  intcrioi',  wei'e  first  called  by  their 
Indian  names,  and  were  changed  only  for  specified  rea- 
sons. Thus,  Quimiepiack  was  changed  for  New  Haven  ; 
Cupheag  and  Puquannock  for  Stratford;  Uncowa  for 
Fail-field,  and  Eippowams  for  Stamford.  But  Nov  walk 
vm-s  never  clianged.  (3.)  But,  thirdly,  tin;  fancy  that 
Korwalk  is  an  abbreviation  of  Xovtlundl'^  is  dissipated 
the  moment  you  open  the  original  Colony  Becords.  In 
those  records,  from  163G  to  16G5,  the  name  is  often  used, 
and  is*  spelt  in  at  least  eleven  different  ways.  Thus,  in 
the  fii'st  instance  where  the  word  occurs,  the  ortho- 
graphy is,  •  •  — 

(1.)    Nor-waake,  Col.  Eec,  p.  210,  1050. 

(2.)    Nor-wauke,  224,  1G51. 

(3.)    Nor-waack,       "  228,   

(4.)    Nor-wack,         "  242,  1G53. 

(5.)  Nor-worke, 
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(6.)    Nor-waoke,       "         p.  277,  1G55. 
'  (7.)    Xor-woake,       "  205. 

(8.)    NoiTrwake,  279. 

(9.)    Nor-walko,  290,  1G5G. 

(10.)  Xonvalk,  324,  1G5S. 

(11.)  Norwake,         "  418,  1GG3. 

Thus  the  record  (li<-i)>att'-  tlic  fancied  tradition.  V^lio 
would  ever  liave  tliouiilit  of  tlu'  name  beinir  derived 
from  Nortli-Avalk,  had  it  luM-n  nniforndy  spelt,  as  at 
first,  ill  the  Colon}-  J  Record  <  i  Nut  only  is  there  no 
allusion  to  siicli  a  deri\'ati()n,  ]»ut  our  present  orthog- 
raphy, Norwalk,  wns  not  u-rd  till  1G58.  Subsequently 
to  that  period,  there  scenw  to  Iiave  heen  more  uniform- 
ity— the  name  T)eing  written  yor-indke^  JVor-icaJce,  or 
JVo/'waUc — the  latter  final ly  prevailed.  Here,  he  it  ob- 
served, that  the  aneient  orthograj)hy  was  designed  to 
exj)ress,  as  near  as  j)(»s<il»le,  the  ])riniitive  pronunciation; 
but  in  process  of  time,  was  changed,  to  accord  more 
nearly  with  the  lji;..']I^h  form  of  words.  Hence,  Co?i- 
necticut  would  hardly  be  recogni/.ed,  either  by  its  or- 
thography or  orthoepy,  a--  the  name  of  the  ""hng  rivev^''* 
which  our  fathers,  eatcliing  the  sound  from  Indian  lips, 


*  There  is  no  doubt  xh.\\.  tlio  (triu'inal  Iij<lian  names  were,  like  most 
Scripture  names  J^ij^^'iiii'  '"'^-  O-ninx  ticut  iiK-ant  long  rivers  I  have 
spent  consi(lonil»le  time  in  i:>*'  iu-piiry,  what  Xonvalk  means  ]  but  find 
nothing  satisiartory.  K-^'-  r  Willi.ins.  in  liis  Key,  vSje."  says,  "that 
words  ending  in  ock,  auj,  d.iiote  some  kind  of  fish:  thus,  ^^lsh' 
<juammaqvock,  red-fish.  s,ilm..n  ;  Opj'onenaufiock',  oysters;  Sickisquoj^ 
clams  (long)  ;  P^jquauhock,  rt-in.d  el.ims  ;  Miteauhock^  periwinkle;  &c., 
 See  ]^lass.  Ili^t.  Cull.,^"l.  iii.,  tu-t  s.-r.,  p.  l'JI. — lInKH',my  con- 
jecture is,  that  the  name  has  soruo  r<  !at:«'n  tu  tlic  abufidatit  h>h,  clams, 
oysters,  c^c,  which  were  found  there. 
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wrote  sometimes,  Conaaticut,  Conc^iqiK^t,  Quenatticott, 
Quonelitaciit — but  wliicli  Eoger  AVilliains,  wlio  professed 
to  hold  tlie  key  to  the  Indian  Language,  and  to  spell  every 
word  according  to  the  exact  sound,  wrote  Quunnihticnt^ 
which,  whoever  can,  may  pronounce.*  One  miglit  im- 
agine that  modern  phonologists  had  stolen  AVilliams'  key 
to  the  Indian  language,  and  applied  it  to  unlock  tlie 
mysteries  of  English  orthography  !  'Jlie  original  pronnn- 
ciation  of  Norwalk,  I  conjecture  to  have  Ijcen,  as  if  s])olt 
I<^or-icock^  or  v:al\  the  accent  on  the  fn-st  syllable  ;  tlie 
second,  with  a  slight  sound  of  the  v.\  and  o  short,  or  (/, 
as  in  faV.^  ivar.  It  may  be,  however,  that  tlie  w  in  the 
last  syllable  is  silent,  and  then  the  pronunciation  would 
be  Nomicl\\ 

The  agreement  with  Ludlow,  19th  June,  1G50,  was, 
that  the  "  plantation  shall  not  be  taken  under  thirty 
approved  families,  in  a  short  time  to  be  settled  there, 
and  so  continue."  It  is,  therefore,  safe  to  assume  that 
the  agreement  was  fulfilled,  and  that  the  names  wliich 
first  ap]X'ar  on  the  original  town  records,  1054  and  '.jj, 
were  of  that  number.J  Here,  then,  let  us  pause,  and 
reverently  recall  the  names  of  the  first  settlers,  and  in- 
quire, whence  came  they,  and  for  what  end  ?  As  they 
stand  on  the  record,  in  the  "  table  of  estates,  of  lands, 
and  accommodations,"  they  are  as  follows : 

*  MS.  Hist.  Coll.,  vol.  iii.,  first  scries,  p.  20G. 

f  Dr.  Hall,  ^vhose  opinion  is  entitled  to  great  respect,  says,  "  our 
aged  people  retain  the  ancient  (and  probably  true  pronunciation),  Kor- 
rucky  But  Webster,  in  his  dictionary  (pronunciation  of  names  of 
places),  gives  it  Nor-wak,  as  above. 

J  Only  twenty-four  names  were  returned  to  the  General  Court,  as 
residents,  in  1654. 
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George  ABBn-r, 

Daxiel  Ivelloggp^, 

Robert  Beach  am, 

'i  lI(>>L\S  IjUI*1'0X, 

Stephen  BECKwn  ir, 

^Iaithew  ^Iarvin, 

sen., 

Joim  BoAVTox, 

^rATlHlAV  ]\1aKVIX, 

i  1'., 

MaT^HIE  AV  C  A  M 1 '  1  K  M  >, 

I<ACKK  ^loRE,  ' 

Nathaniel  Eli, 

Jc»N'A'lIIAN  ]\IaRSH, 

Thomas  Fitch, 

AViDow  ]\roi:GAN, 

John  Greggorie, 

RrciiARD  Olmstkd, 

Samuel  IIales^ 

K ATH A X I E r,  ]  i  H  ■  H A RDS, 

Thomas  Haees, 

JOHX  RUSKOE, 

AYalter  IIaite, 

^Iaithias  Senitox, 

sen., 

Nathaniel  IIaii-s, 

Maithias  Sextiox, 

Rev.  Thomas  JIam  ord, 

]\  1  AT  J]  I E  \v  Si:XT10X, 

Richard  IIome<, 

Thomas  Seamer, 

R.vLPii  Kkkiler, 

Richard  AVer. 

Walter  Keeiler, 

Besides  the  aLove,  utluTs  api»ear  in  the  early  records, 
to  whom  home-lot  >  Nscrc  a--iLrncd,  and  wlio,  tliougli  a 
few  years  hiter,  niu-t  I.'l-  ivckoiH-d  as  ot'  the  same  pi'imi- 
tlve  community,  who-c  iianu-<  m.-vi-r  have  heen,  and  Ave 
trust,  ]iever  will  Ia'  lu>t  lV«.m  oui-  hi-luiy.  Such  Avere  the 
names  of 


Benedict, 

Betts, 

Beldixg, 

Church, 

Comstock, 


KfTCHUM, 
L<K  KWot»I), 

Nash, 

I^I.AIT, 


PlCKElT 

Ray 


mond. 


Sti:wart, 
Taylor. 


Of  many  of  thuse,  wo  liave,  hy  much  labor  and  re- 
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search,  ascertained  tlieir  Puritan  oil-in,  and  tliuir  ai-i-ival 
in  this  country.    Pro1)al)ly  every  one  uf  the  first  thirty 
was  born  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  ocean.    Those  avIio 
were  reckoned  leading  men  of  the  ]>hintation,  had  come 
for  the  sake  of  religion,  from  the  ])i*rst'cntiuns  in  Eng- 
land, and  were  of  kindred  spirit  witli  Thomas  Hooker, 
John  Warham,  George  Phillip>,  and  Epliraim  Unit,  to 
whose  ministry,  sevei-ally,  some  of  them  m'cvh  nttaehrch 
I  must,  however,  pass  over  the  detail  of  particulars.* 
Arriving  at  first,  most  of  them,  in  ^Massachusetts,  thence 
they  emigrated  with  the  Connecticut  colony,  to  one  of 
the  river  towns,  chiefiy  Hartford,  and  tlience  to  Nor- 
walk.   Some  of  them  were  men  of  considerahle  substance 
for  that  period,  as  appears  from  their  lists  of  estates  in 
1G55  ;f  and  they  were  all  "approved  men,"  regardful  of 
"  the  publicpie  good  of  the  commom\-ealth  of  Connecti- 
cut."   The  government  by  whose  order  they  went  forth 
to  the  new  plantation  in  the  wilderness,  and  under  whose 
jurisdiction  they  were,  was  formed,  in  part,  "  to  maintain 
and  j^reserve  the  liberty  and  purity  of  the  Gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  discipline  of  the  cluuvhes, 
according  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  as  then  practised 
among  us."J    Mr.  Ludlow's  code,  established  the  very 
year  when  the  agreement  to  settle  was  made,  declares, 
that  "wherea.s  the  most  considerable  ])ei'sons  in  these 
colonies  came  into  these  parts  of  America,  that  they 
might  enjoy  Christ  in  his  ordinances,  without  disturb- 
ance; and  whereas,  amongst  many  other  precious  mer- 
cies, the  ordinances  have  been,  and  are  dispensed  amongst 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  I.  f  Nonvalk,  p.  46. 

I  Col.  Roc,  p.  21. 
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US  witli  mucli  purity  aiul  power;  therefore,  Hlie  court 
dotli  order  that  tlie  several  j)lantatlous  make  provision 
for  tlie  maintenance  and  encouraireiiient  of  tlie  ministers 
wlio  labor  tlierein,'"  S:q.  Ilenre,  at  the  very  beginning 
of  this  settlement,  they  invited  an  orthodox  and  ap- 
proved minister,"  llev.  Thomas  llanford,  to  labor  among 
them,  and  made  good  provision  for  his  support/'"  ]\lr. 
Hanford  was  in  the  prime  of  liis  manhood.  He  came 
from  England  before  liis  >^tudies  in  Divinity  were  fni- 
islied.  He  w^as  in  Scituate,  ?^la^sachusetts,  1613,  witli  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Chauncy,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  the  Puritan  divines,  ^\  itli  whom,  probably,  he  com-' 
pleted  his  studies.  He  begun  his  ministry  here,  in  1052, 
and  was  ordained  in  10.") 4,  We  shall  ever  deeply  regret 
that  the  records  of  his  long  ministry,  and  Avith  it,  the 
names  of  the  original  members  of  the  church,  are  irre- 
coverably lost.  .  . 

By  such  men  and  for  sueli  ends,  was  the  plantation  of 
this  ancient  town,  the  ckvudlt  in  tlie  order  of  settlement 
in  the  Connecticut  colony,  bogun.f  And  where  were 
the  foundations  laid  i  Fc»rtunately,  the  very  spot  is 
identiHed.  Though  the  old  ])uildings  are  all  gone;  the 
grounds  where  they  stood  ])l(jwed  up,  and  a  new  high- 
Avay,  such  as  our  fathers  never  dreamed  of,  runs  through 

*  Col.  Rec,  p.  515,  aii'i  Nor.  Koc,  p.  -I'J.  His  salary  was  £G0,  "he 
to  be  paid  to  the  value  of  £30  in  pease,  \s  heat  and  Larley,  £22  in  bcefc 
and  pork,  at  the  common  current  price  that  it  brings  ^vhen  it  is 
due,"  &c. 

I  Trum.  Hist.  vol.  i.  p.  ^I'^L  i^ive  towns  belonging  to  the  2s\w 
Haven  colony  were  settled  before  Norwalk. 
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it ; — yet  there  it  is — as  it  ^\'ere  reconstructed  before  our 
eyes.    By  tlie  aid  of  that  inodtd  and  magic  map,"  ^vliicli 
only  patient  investigation  and  measurement  could  con- 
struct ;  there,  just  east  of  old  Fort  Point,  we  Leliold  the 
very  grouxd  plot;  the  lots  nuniLoi'od  and  bounded,  with 
the  names  of  the  original  owners  upon  tlu'm ;  there  is 
the  old  meeting-house,  thirty  feet  in  length  and  eighteen 
wide,  with  posts  ten  feet  high ;  tliere  is  ]\Ir.  Ilanford  s 
house,  which  Ealph  Keeler  and  AValter  ITaite  agreed  to 
build,  and  for  which  ]\rattliew  Marvin,  jun.,  "undertook 
to  lay  in  2000  good-sufficient  shijikles."     Between  the 
meeting-house  and  Mr.  Ilanford's  is  the  Old  Parade 
ground,  and  the  ancient  country  road  from  Stamford  to 
Fairfield.    Just  north  of  the  meetin2:-house,  on  one  side 
of  the  road,  is  the  lot  of  Matthew  Marvin,  sen.,  and  o]>- 
posite,  of  Nathaniel  Eli;  then  the  lot  which  Tliomas 
Fitch  bought  of  Edward  Church,  and  opposite,  Eichard 
Olmstead's  home-lot.    There,  too,  we  can  see  the  dwell- 
inirs  of  Xatlianiel  Eichards  and  Thomas  Hales,  of  Isack 
More  and  Nathaniel  Campfield.    A  little  soutlnrest  of 
the  meeting-house,  are  two  good  old  neighbors, — ^just  as 
their  descendants  were,  of  the  fifth  generation — Jolin 
Bowton  and  AValter  Ilaite ;  and  near  by,  is  Doa.  Tliomas 
Benedict,  sen.,  holding  np  the  hands  of  his  minister. 
These  all  are  in  a  compact  neighborhood,  whose  names 
we  have  reverently  recalled.    To-day,  we  may  walk  over 
the  sacred  ground  and  vicAV  the  old  landmarks,  and  ])ut 
down  stakes  on  the  spots  where  our  fathers  lived  and 
labored,  i)rayed  and  jeopardized  their  lives.  Tliougli 
*  Great  credit  is  due  to  Kcv.  Dr.  ILiU  for  the  idea  and  execution  of 
the  map  of  the  ancient  settlement  of  Norwalk.    See  Ancient  liecurds. 
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the  old  men  and  tlie  niotliei-s  are  n«  '  now  tliorc;  y»  t 
there  is  the  old  Lui'viiig-^n-ound,  wlicre  tliclr  rt'inaius 
sleep,  and  -we  may  visit  and  <alute  tlu'iu  tliert'."*^" 

If  now  we  inquire  Avliy  onr  lathers  ])itclie(l  u]K)n  tliis 
location  in  prefereuce  to  any  othei-,  we  do  not  find  an 
answer  in  any  written  recHUxl.  1\  i]ki])s  tlie  point  wliere 
the  old  Indian  fort  stood  and  wliej-e  tliere  was  a  favor- 
able crossing-place,  ail'orded  a  Letter  defense,  as  well  as 
view  of  the  harhor,  tlian  an\'  otlier  spot.  But  the  ar- 
rangement of  home-lots  in  that  coni])act  form  was  for 
prudential  reasons  and  according  to  order.  It  was  part- 
ly for  the  conveniency  of  "  watch  and  Avard,"  to  guard 
against  sudden  attacks  iVom  Indian  enemies;  and  also  for 
accommodation  in  the  public  woi-ship  of  God.  One  of 
the  New  Enirland  laws  was  that  "wheresoever  the  lands 
of  any  man's  inheritance  shall  fall,  yet  no  man  shall  set 
liis  dwellin<i*-house  above  the  di-tance  of  half  a  mile,  or  a 
mile  at  the  furthest,  tVoni  the  meeting  of  the  congrega- 
tion, where  the  church  d<»tli  u>nally  assemble  for  the 
worship  of  God.^'f 

In  assio-nimr  the  liomedots.  ^\■hi.•h  averaged  al)Out  four 
acres  each,  respect  was  evidently  paid  to  age,  character, 
rank  and  proi)erty.  The  h  ading  men,  such  as  Matthew 
Marvin,  sen.,  and  Nathani»  l  I'^li,  'rii<»nia<  I'itch,  and  IkIcIi- 
ard  Olmstead,  were  ]»lac(  d  nraif-t  to  the  meeting-house. 
In  the  division  and  allotment  ct"  lands  which  at  first  Avere 
owned  in  common  l>y  the  -ettlers,  tiiere  was  an  estab- 

*  The  tornb-stoiies  of  tlu-  oM  sctrlrr-^  }:.ivc  no  inscrij-tlons  by  which 
ihey  can  be  recognized. 

f  Hist.  Coll.  Mass.,  1st  Sorl.-*,  vv.1.  v.  p.  178. 
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listed  general  rule— viz.,  "Tliat  in  dividing  of  lands  to 
the  several  persons  in  eacli  town,  as  regard  is  to  be  had 
partly  to  the  nuinl)er  of  persons  in  a  fanuly — to  tlie 
more,  assigning  the  greater  allutnicnt,  to  the  fewer,  tlu^ 
less — and  partly  Ly  the  nund)er  of  Leasts  hy  tho  which 
a  man  is  fit  to  occupy  the  laud  assigned  to  lilm  and  suit- 
due  it;  eminent  respect,  in  this  case,  may  be  given  to 
men  of  eminent  quality  and  descent,  in  assigning  unto 
them  more  large  and  honoral)le  accommodatious,  in  re- 
gard of  their  greater  dishursenients  to  public  charges/'-'' 
On  the  principle,  ])robably  of  res]>ect  for  oihce,  as  ^v(dl  ;ls 
for  convenience.  Mi'.  Ilanford  s  liouse  was  near  the  cen- 
ter, and  he  was  allo^sved  a  right  of  £^00  in  the  common- 
age, which  was  next  to  that  of  Thomas  Fitch,  the  i-icliest 
man  in  the  plantation.     In  1672,  the  rule  was  fully 
adopted  of  allowiiig  each  of  the  children  to  be  rated  at 
five  pounds  and  added  to  the  father  s  estate — by  which, 
fortunately,  'Swne  jwo)'  men  hecame  quite  tlirifty.    As  the 
undivided  common  lands  were  laid  off,  fron\  time  to 
time,  the  division  and  assignment  were  in  ])roportion  to 
the  estates;  thus  at  one  time,  "six  acres,"  at  another, 
"three,"  at  another,  "twenty,"  were  laid  oH^  "to  the 
hundred  pound."    The  choice  of  lots  was  drawn.  To 
fiivor  the  young  men  as  they  came  of  age,  they  were  put 
into  the  rate  at  £50,  and  alloAved  "  a  right  in  the  com- 
monage "  in  that  proportion.f 

In  tracing  the  onward  progress  of  the  settlement  to 
the  close  of  the  first  century,  I  shall  keep  in  view  and 
endeavor  briell}'  to  illustrate :  ^ 

*  Abstract  of  Laws  of  New  Ei^glanJ,  1041.    Ma<^.  Ili.-t.  Coll. 
f  Sec  Kec  of  Norwalk, 
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I.  TlIE  ]V[EASraKS  ADOITKI)  BY  OU:i  FATHP.RS  FOR  SK- 
CUEITY  AXD  DEFENSE. 

II.  The  AllTXTIOX  pa  id'  to  the  EDITATIOX  of  TTIEIIi 
CniLDREIS'. 

III.  CeIITAI:N'  CrSTOMS  A.ND   USAGKS   which  JiEJ^OXOEI) 

"to  tiee  tbies." 
iv.    axb  their  growth  and  enlargement. 

I.  As  it  respects  the  sicxrift/  and  difen-^e  of  their  i^er- 
sons  and  estates^  it  iiiu.st  (•on>tai!tly  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  tte  entire  region  was  a  ^^■il<leruess,  inhabited  by 
savage  beasts  and  more  savacro  7nen ;  consequently  tlie 
measures  adopted  for  sc*lt-i)iott'ctioii  were  suited  to  tlie 
exigency  of  their  conditi<.;n.  For  a  considerable  period, 
their  boundaries  were  uniktrrmincd,  and  hence  conilicts 
arose  from  various  quai  tei*s.  The  Dutch  at  New  York 
claimed  the  right  of  soil  from  Delaware  ]]ay  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  at  this  very  time  were  on 
the  point  of  nniking  war  with  thv  Connecticut  and  Xcw 
Haven  colonists.  The  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  these 
two  colonies  were  un-ctth'd'-  Stamford  was  under  the 
New  Haven  jurisdiction;  l-'airfichl  and  Norwalk  under 
that  of  Connecticut.  To  a;j-L:ravate  tlicir  troubles,  the 
bounds  between  Staniloid  and  Xorwalk  on  the  one  side, 
and  Fairfield  and  Xor\valk  on  tlu*  otlicr,  were  in  dispute. 
Hence,  so  early  a»  3Iay,  ir.:,;;,  tlio  (ii-neral  Court  of  Con- 
necticut was  obliged  to  iiitcrj»oso;  AVhereas  ther  is  a 
difterence  betwixt  Xorwauk*'  and  I'airfichi,  each  townc  is 
appointed  to  send  two  nu  n  to  virwc  tlie  place  and  de- 

*  New  ITaven  "svas  t*n>t  settle!  in  ir.:^s,  a*;  n  ct-lony  ciitlroly  distinct 
from  Connecticut ;  and  so  rciiKiliiod  till  lo'.:),  uhm  tho  two  wore  united- 
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bate  betwixt  tliemselves ;  and  if  tliev  cannot  agree,  tbey 
are  to  make  choyce  of  two  iuliabitants  of  Stratford  to 
\'iew  the  said  diflercnce  with  them  and  to  make  returne 
to  the  Coiirte  how  they  find  it,  that  so  there  may  be  an 
issue  of  the  same — they  paying  tlie  sayd  Stratford  mon 
for  their  time."^^  Again  in  IGGl,  the  town  aiitliorixed 
their  deputies  to  the  General  Court,  to  issue  tlic  diller- 
ence  if  possible;  and  "Thomas  Fitcli  is  voted  to  Ije 
assisting  in  the  business."f  By  this  time,  Stamford  and 
Norwalk  were  in  collision  about  their  limits  along  "  Five 
Mile  Eiver," — and  as  our  goodly  town  always  sought  the 
things  which  make  for  peace — while  they  maintained 
their  own  rights — they  "agreed  and  voted,  Aug.  1.M3, 
1666,  that  such  men  of  our  inhabitants  as  do  goe  to  cutt 
hay  on  the  other  side  five-mile  river,  the  towne  will 
stand  by  them  in  the  action  to  defend  them,  and  to 
beare  an  equal  proportion  of  the  damage  they  shall  sus- 
taine  upon  that  account ;  and  if  they  shall  be  afronted 
by  Stamford  men,  the  towne  will  take  as  speedy  a  course 
as  they  can  to  prosecute  them  by  law,  to  recover  their 
just  rights  touching  the  lands  in  controversy;  and  also 
they  have  chosen  and  deputed  Mr.  Tliomas  Fitch  to  goe 
with  the  sayd  men  when  they  go  to  cutt  or  fetch  away, 
to  make  answer  for  and  in  behalfe  of  the  towne,  and  the 
rest  be  sOent,"  Again  in  1670,  "Mr.  Fitch,  Lieut.  Olm- 
sted and  Daniel  Kellogg  are  chosen  a  committee  to  goe 
to  Stamford  to  treat  with  the  inhabitants  there,  to  se  if 

*  "  Will.  Cerdsl y  and  Phillip  Groues  arc  appointed  by  the  Court  to 
that  service."— Col.  Kec,  p.  242. 

t  Eec.  Nor.,  p.  50.  Col.  Kec,  pp.  41 1-41S.  llie  dilliculty  was  not 
settled  till  16S6. 
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they  and  ^ye  can  come  to  a  lovinr^r  ^nd  iiciijliltorly  issue 
and  agreement  aljout  tlie  divi-iou  of  buuiids  betwixt 
tliem  and  ns."* 

"While  these  diiVerenoes  Avere  pending  there  was  dan- 
ger from  other  sources.  The  Indians  in  and  about  Xor- 
walk  were  becoming  troubU'sonie ;  so  tluit  tlie  General 
Court  in  IGGO,  apjx minted  a  Guniniittee  "to  hear  and  de- 
termine ye  dilFerence  twixt  Xorwalk  inliabitants  and  ye 
Indians  there.-'  Serjeant  (.)hn<ted,  j»revious  to  thi^,  was 
authorized  "to  exei'cise  the  siddiers  at  Xorworke  and  to 
viewe  the  amies  and  to  make  returns  to  the  Court  of  tlie 
defects."  AVith  Hiomas  Fitch,  he  was  also  "appoijited 
to  take  care  and  look  after  tlie  Indians."  From  the  ad- 
joining towns  of  Stratlord,  ]*'airlield  and  Xorwalk  a  small 
troop  of  horse  was  allowed  to  be  gathered ;  of  which 
seven  were  to  be  from  Stratford,  seven  from  Fairfield, 
and  four  from  Xorwalk.  About  the  same  time,  the 
Pequannocke  Indians  aliout  (Jold  Hill  (in  Bridgeport) 
were  in  troidjle  witli  the  inhabitants;  and  Mr.  Camp- 
field,  3tr.  Fitch,  IVkhard  ( )hn^tea<l  and  Xathaniel  Ely 
were  appointed  by  the  (ieiieral  Court  "to  liound  out  the 
lands  at  Gold  Hill,  about  so  acres,  beginning  at  ye  foot 
of  ye  hill  where  the  wi-jwams  .^tood,  and  soe  to  run  up- 
wards on  the  liiir' — that  "  aec(»rding  unto  the  desire  of 
the  Indians  they  may  qni<'tly  jm»s<oss  and  enjoy  from 
lieuceforth  and  for  thture,  that  ]»areel  of  land  called  Gold 
IIill."t 

*  Rcc.  Nor.,  pp.  52,  oS, 

f  See  Col.  IJcc,  pp-  3X>-f>.  The  sni.l  "  (^>1.1  Hill,"  now  covorod  with 
elegant  dwellings  an-l  eultivat.  .1  a-*  a  paraJisc,  is  tlie  most  beautiful 
part  of  the  city  of  Uriilgep^-rt. 
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The  apprehensions  and  dangers  f-oni  tlie  Tiidlans,  l)()tli 
in  their  own  neighborliood  and  abroad,  in>tead  of  diiiiiu- 
ishing  witli  the  progress  of  the  settlement,  increased  and 
became  fearfully  alarming,  from  HMO  till  1G7G.  A 
"watch  and  ward"  was  ordered  ])y  the  General  Court, 
m  every  toAvn,  which  the  constabh^  were  to  see  faith- 
fully attended:  "when  dangei*  was  discovered  by  the  ap- 
proach of  an  enemy  or  by  fire,  notice  was  to  l)c  given  by 
tireing  their  guns  and  crying,  Fire,  Fire  !  or  Arm,  Aim 
The  watch  was  to  be  set  "in  the  evening  by  the  shut- 
ting in  of  daylight,  and  not  to  leave  before  the  break  of 
day."*  Meeting-houses  were  converted  into  forts,  to 
which  the  people  went  armed  on  the  Sabbath,  and  a 
guard  was  set  in  the  houses  of  worship.  In  1GT6,  the 
danger  was  universal.  Indians  hirked  in  the  vv'ood<, 
behind  fences,  crept  into  barns  and  sheds ;  waylaid  the 
inhabitants  in  every  footpath,  and  shot  them  down  in  the 
fields  at  work.  All  along  the  coast  and  in  the  interior, 
there  was  anxiety  and  alarm,  commotion,  fire  and  blood! 
In  the  Narraganset  country,  Philip,  the  brave  and  des- 
perate Indian  chief^  with  such  of  the  Pequots  and  other 
Indians  as  lie  could  rally  around  him,  was  meditating 
and  preparing,  as  was  believed,  for  a  general  and  indis- 
criminate destruction  of  the  several  plantations  through- 
out the  colonies.  Hence  prompt  and  efficient  measures 
were  taken  to  ])revent  the  fearful  catastro})he.  ^Nfassa- 
chusetts,  Plymouth  and  Connecticut  coml)ined  their  mil- 
itary force:  to  which  each  town  contrilnited  its  proj'or- 
tion.  Norwalk  furnished  its  quota  of  men,  who,  under 
the  brave  Capt.  Seeley,  of  Stratford,  took  i»arl  in  the 
*  Col.  Kcc,  p.  10-1.    Kcc.  Nur.,  p.  58. 
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"direful  swamp  fight''  lOtli  Doc,  Km5.  Tliis  Is  not  the 
occasion  to  enter  into  })aitie-ulars  of  that  "direful  fight  " 
which  has  scarcely  a  ])aralk'l  in  tlie  annals  of  either  an- 
cient or  modern  warlarc.  Suliicient  to  say,  of  the  Con- 
necticut troops,  "In  tliat  >ignal  <ervice,  as  we  had  our 
full  number  in  proportion  witli  the  other  confederates, 
so  all  say,  that  tliey  did  tlicir  full  ])roj)ortion  of  service. 
Three  noble  captains,  Seeloy,  courageous  Marshall  and 
bold  Gallup,  died  in  the  bed  of  lionor,  and  valiant  ]\[ason 
had  his  deatFs  wound.  There  died  many  brave  officers 
and  sentinels  whose  nioinory  is  blessed  and  whose  death 
redeemed  our  lives.""*'  In  tliis  fight,  the  soldiers  from 
Norwalk  were  John  llnaeli,  Daniel  Benedict,  Samuel 
Keeler,  Jonatlian  wStevenson ;  and  in  other  Indian  wars 
about  tlie  same  time,  'J'homas  Gregory,  Thomas  Hyatt, 
Joseph  Piatt,  Jonathan  Abbot,  John  Crampton,  James 
Jupp  and  John  Ijelding.  -\t  a  town  meeting,  12th  Jan., 
1676,  "the  towne  in  eonsideration  of  the  good  service 
that  the  soldiers  sent  oiit  of  the  towr.e  ingaged  and  per- 
formed by  them,  and  owi  of  resj)eet  and  thankfuhiess  to 
the  sayd  soldiers,  d<>e  witli  one  consent  and  freely,  give 
and  ^n-ant,  to  so  many  a<  were  in  the  direful  swamp  iiglit, 
twelve  acoi-s  of  land;  an<l  eight  aeors  of  land,  to  so  many 
as  were  in  the  next  eonH«lerable  serviee."f 

But  in  contemplatimr  the  troubles  and  perils  of  our 
fiithers  from  the  Indian-,  we  must  not  entirely  overlook 

*  For  a  full  and  ih'To  iuvurnto  account  of  this  dreadful  fight,  sec 
irubbari.Vs  Narrative  of  troul-I.-H  with  tho  Iii-iiaiis  from  1007  to  1G77; 
and  a  history  of  Indian  wan*  l-y  Incroaso  Mather;  also  Trumb.  Hist. 
Conn.  vol.  i.,  chap.  14,  i-.  noU. 

f  Kcc.  isor.,  p.  03. 
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dangers  and  inconveniences  of  le  s  moment.  WoJfc- 
jpitU'  were  very  essential;  and  it  was  aprrcc*!,  and  volcJ, 
IGtli  Sept.,  1G50,  "tlnit  it  shall  he  lawful  for  any  per- 
son or  persons  to  make  any  wolte-pitt  or  ])itts  in  C(»n- 
venient  places: — and  for  every  wolfe  taken  and  killiMl, 
lQ-9.  shall  be  allowed,  and  paid  hy  the  towne.    For  tlio 
safety  of  the  cattle,  a  pound  tliirty  feet  sijuare  nin>t  he 
built  for  the  gathering  of  tlieni  in,  at  iiiglit.    In  tlic 
spring,  summer  and  fall,  the  dry  herd  must  be  pastured 
together  on  the  other  side  of  Xorwalk  river,  and  '  ther 
kept  by  the  OAvners  of  the  cattle ;  every  man  keeping 
according  to  his  proportion  of  cattle  ther  herded.''"'  At 
the  same  time,  the  milch  cows  must  be  drove,  and 
'  fetched  out  of  the  neck,'  every  day  hi  the  summer,  and 
Steven  Beckwith,  or  some  other  man  hired,  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  'give  warning  by  sounding  a  horne  about 
twelve  of  the  clock,  that  he  that  is  to  accompany  him 
may  repaier  to  him,'  and  that  the  fences  may  be  in  due 
order,  "tlie  townsmen  from  yere  to  yere,  at  or  befure 
the  10th  of  March,  must  give  notis  to  all  the  inhabitants, 
the  night  before ;  and  the  drum  be  beaten  in  the  morn- 
in^^"  as  a  sullicient  warning:.    As  a  remuneration  for  Ste- 
ven  BeckA\-ith  for  driving  the  milch  herd,  it  was  voted 
and  agreed,  March  IG,  1668,  that  "he  is  to  liave  V2s. 
for  his  paynes,  and  half  a  pound  of  butter  for  every  cow, 
as  part  of  his  pay,  and  the  rest  in  wheat,  pease,  Indian 
corn,  at  ^.S".  6(7.,  3.5-.  6J.,  and  8  groats  per  bushel.''  ]\Io- 
dern    commiuiiii^t'S^^  might  here  take  a  lesson.  Ihe  true 
idea  of  a  community  associated  for  a  common  object  and 
interest,  is  for  each  one  to  have  his  own  property,  to 

*  liec.  of  Norwalk,  1G5.3. 
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receive  pay  for  Lis  labor,  and  to  "bear  1/s  just  proportion 
of  all  expenses,  to  accom])li<li  common  ends. 

11.  But  we  must  glance,  next,  at  the  care  of  tlie  fatliei  s, 
for  tlie  instruct  ion  and  education  of  tlidr  ddldrai.  It 
nmst  be  obvious,  that  during  tlie  first  few  years  of  the 
settlement,  and  amidst  so  many  trials  and  dangers,  a 
SCHOOL,  where  all  the  children  should  be  instructed,  was 
inexpedient,  if  not  impracticable.     The  laws  of  the 
colony  did  not  require  it;  but,  ''forasmuch,  as  the  good 
education  of  children  is  of  singular  belioofe  and  benefit 
to  any  commonwealth,  and  whereas,  many  parents  and 
masters  are  too  indulo-ent  and  neo-liorent  of  theire  duty  in 
that  kinde :  It  is  therefore  ordered,  by  the  courte  and 
authority  thereof,  that  the  selectmen  of  every  towne  in  the 
severall  precincts  and  quarters  wbere  they  dwell,  shall 
liave  a  vigilant  eye  over  their  brethren  and  neighbors,  to 
see,  fii'st,  tliat  none  of  them  shall  sutler  so  much  Barba- 
risme  in  any  of  their  familyes  as  not  to  indeavor  to  teach 
by  themselves  or  others  theire  children  and  apprentices,  so 
much  Learning  as  may  inable  them  perfectly  to  read  the 
Inglish  tounge,  and  knowledge  of  the  Capitall  LaAves, 
upon  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  for  each  neglect  there- 
in."   Masters  of  families  were  also  required,  "  once  a 
week,  to  catechise  their  children  in  the  grounds  and 
principles  of  religion,"  and  ''  to  breed,  and  bring  them  uj) 
in  some  honest,  lawful  calling."    As  soon,  however,  a-<  a 
township  had  increased  to  the  number  of  fifty  house- 
holders, the  law  required,  that  then,  forthwith,  thry 
should  "appoint  one  within  their  toune,  to  teach  all  such 
children  as  shall  resort  to  him,  to  write  and  read,  whose 
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wages  shall  be  paid,  eitlier  l)v  tlic  T)iii'ents  or  masters  ul' 
sucli  children,  or  by  tlie  inliabitaiits  in  Lccnci-al,  l)y  way 
of  supply,  as  tlie  major  i)art  of  tliose  who  order  the  \)i  n- 
dentials  of  the  towue,  shall  a])point;"^  Accordini^'  to  tliis 
law,  as  the  town  increased,  in  IGTS,  tlie  town  "voted, 
.and  agreed  to  hier  a  scLoohnastei-  to  tcacli  all  llie  child- 
ring  in  the  towne  to  lerne  to  rede  and  wi  ite,  and  that 
Mr.  Cornish  shall  be  hierd  for  that  cei'vice,  and  the 
townsmen  are  to  hier  liini  upon  as  reasonal^le  terms  as 
they  can."  Xext,  1G8G,  "  agreed  to  hiur  a  schoolmaster 
for  a  quarter  of  a  yeere,  and  allow  him  wages  at  the  rate 
of  thirty  pounds  a  year,  whicli  is  to  be  ])ald  by  the  in- 
habitants, accordino^  to  their  lists  of  estate.''  Tlui  select- 
men  were  also  to  "  obtain  a  house  for  that  use,  and  to  lit 
it  with  conveniences  for  schooling."  Then,  1G92,  "Tliom- 
as  Hanford,  juu.,  was  chosen  to  the  work  and  employ- 
ment of  a  school-master."-  And  the  first  sclioobhouse 
appears  to  have  been  built  in  1G9'J — ''twenty  feet  in 
length,  eighteen  wide,  and  six  l^et  between  joynts."  Its 
exact  location  is  uncertain.  Such  was  tlie  small  bcLiin- 
ning  of  that  adjnirable  system  of  common  sclioob,  whicli 
is  now  brought  to  so  great  perfection,  and  which  renders 
New  England,  and  Connecticut  in  particular,  the  glory 
of  all  lands. 

III.  I  may  now  be  permitted  to  touch  on  certain  customs 
and  usages  which  belonged  "to  the  times"  of  our  fathers, 
and  which  illustrate  the  sunplicity  of  their  manners,  and 

*  Mr.  Ludlow  s  Code,  Col.  Rcc,  pp.  520,  554.  '^Aftor  a  town  has 
increased  to  one  hundred  families,  it  shall  support  a  grammar  school,  to 
instruct  youth  so  far  as  they  may  be  fitted  for  the  university." 
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tlie  strictness  of  tlicir  discipline.  The  ^irst  nicetinir-lioii<c 
was  a  rudely  constructed,  and  Lut  ])artlally  finislied 
building.  Tlie  seats  Avere  simply  benches,  witliout  backs 
for  support.  I  should  infer  that  there  was  but  one  win- 
dow in  it;  for,  in  IGGO,  the  "town  agreed  with  Mr. 
Fitch,  and  Goodman  Richards,  and  John  Ivusco,  to  cla- 
board  the  meeting-house  with  inside  so  hy  as  tJic  icin- 
dow  ;  to  find  the  bords,  and  to  have  3/.  Cy.  f(n-  tlie  doing 
of  itt.''*  In  want  of  a  bell,  they  beat  the  drum  for 
meetings,  when  all  occasions  required ;  and  for  this  ser- 
vice, Walter  Ilaite,  1GG5,  was  to  have  lOv.  for  a  year; 
and  IGGS,  Thomas  Bennedict  undertook  to  have  the 
meeting-liouse  swept  for  the  ensuing  year,  for  20.y. ;  and 
"Thomas  Lupton  was  chosen  to  look  after  "the  }'oung 
people  in  the  meeting-liouse,  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  to 
doe  his  best  indevor  to  keep  them  from  playing,  and  un- 
sivill  behaviour  in  time  of  public  worship."f  After  the 
erection  of  the  second  meeting-house,  IGSO,  to  which 
"the  desk,  seats,  and  planks  of  the  old  meeting-house" 
were  removed,  special  care  was  taken  about  the  seating ; 
for  not  only  in  the  laying  out  of  home-lots,  and  the  divi- 
sion of  lands,  as  before  remarked,  was  the  principle  of 
reverence  for  age,  for  office  and  wealth,  respected  ;  but 
also  in  the  seats  and  seating  of  meeting-houses.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  men  sat  on  one  side  of  the  house,  and 
the  women  on  the  other.  Particular  seats  were  assigned 
as  seats  for  the  authority,  and  for  the  more  aged,  re- 
^l>ected  or  wealthy  in  the  congregation.  Tlie  "honorable 
^v•omeIl"  followed,  in  this  respect,  the  rank  of  their  hus- 

♦  Reo.  of  Nonvalk,  p.  no. 
f  Kcc.  of  Norwalk,  p.  5J,  53. 
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bands*  Accordingly,  tlie  town,  1GS»3,  "voted,  and 
agreed,  that  the  seating  of  the  niueting-house  shall  be  for 
the  geiierallyty  to  be  seated  according  to  tlie  lists  of 
estates  by  the  whicli  men  payM  in  tlie  defraying  the 
charges  about  the  building,  and  finishing  the  said  hou>e; 
that  the  pe^v  luulor  the  pulpit t  be  sequestered  fi)r  such 
as  are  orderly  constituted  to  officiate  as  deacons;  that 
John  Gregory,  sen.,  and  Mr.  Fitch,  and  Thomas  lietts, 
sen.,  be  seated  in  the  round  seat:"  and,  December  28, 
168G,  "  the  towne  did  vote  Mr.  Thomas  Fitch  for  to  b(; 
seated  in  the  meeting-house  in  the  upper  great  round 
seat,  as  he  is  the  King  s  Commissioner."  Great  ])rudence, 
however,  w^as  necessary,  in  this  arrangement,  lest  oflea-e 
should  be  given:  hence,  the  to^wn  agreed,  that  in  the 
seating,  1(105,  "no  person  shall  be  degraded,  or  brought 
lower  than  they  are  now  seated."  In  1T02,  John  Grego 
ry,  sen.,  and  Matthew  Marvin,  sen.,  had  liberty  to  sitt  in 
the  Deacon's  seat,  before  the  pulpitt,  for  the  benefit t  uf 
hearing  the  word  preached."  IIow  long  this  u-age  con- 
tinued, we  know  not;  but  as  late  as  1751,  when  our 
goodly  town  was  honored  with  a  governor — one  of  lier 
own  sons — the  organ  of  reverence  was  largely  develojx'd. 
"At  a  meeting  of  the  Prime  Ancient  Socict}',  in  Xor- 
walk,  December  25,  1754,  the  Society,  by  vote,  manifest 
their  willingness  that  his  Honor,  the  Governor,  should 
choose  any  place  in  ye  meeting-house,  to  erect  a  i)ew  for 
himself  and  family.  Ye  Society  send  three  men  to  treat 
with  his  Honor  in  the  affair."  Xext  year,  the  Society 
desire  their  Committee  "to  do  what  they  sliall  think 

*  See  this  custom  aJmirably  illustrated  hi  Dr.  Dacuifs  Historical 
Discourses  at  New  Haven,  1S3S.    Appendix,  p.  310. 
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proper  to  adorn  the  pew  M  liere  the  Gc  veruor  now  sits, 
in  lieu  of  building  a  pew.''* 

But,  unfortunately,  Avliile  so  mncli  care  was  taken  in 
seating  tlie  fathers  and  mothers,  tlie  children  seemed  to 
be  left  to  tliemselvt's,  to  fmd  seats  wliere  best  they 
could ;  and  hence,  we  are  nut  surprised,  that  correspond- 
ing with  the  duty  wlilch  Thomas  Liijtloii  had  to  perform 
in  the  old  meetiui^-hoiisi',  lOcV^,  Thoma-  Barnum  was 
appointed,  1681,  to  oversee,  and  to  kee])  good  decorum 
amongst  the  youth  in  times  of  exei'clse  on  tlie  Sabbatli, 
and  other  publique  meetings  ;  and  tlie  towne  doe  im- 
power  him,  if  he  see  any  disorderly,  for  to  keep  a  small 
stick  to  correct  such  with,  only,  he  is  desired  to  doe  it 
with  clemency;  and  if  any  arc  incorridgable  in  such  dis- 
order, he  is  to  present  tht'in,  either  to  their  parents  or 
mastei-s,  and  if  they  do  not  reclaime  them,  then,  to  pre- 
sent such  to  authority.''  AVhat  would  be  the  fiite  of  a 
young  culprit  who  >hoiild  be  given  into  the  hands  of  the 
authority,  under  such  cireiim>iances  we  can  imagine; 
for,  according  to  'Mr.  Ludl.,)w's  code,  he  might  be  put 
into  the  house  of  correction,  subject  to  hard  lal)or,  and 
severe  punishment;  or,  if  of  .M.xtcen  years  of  age,  and 
over,  he  might  fall  under  the  Jtddi  penalty  of  the  Mosaic 

codJ.f' 

4.  AVe  must  now  briefly  notice  tit-  (/rowth  and  im- 
2)rocemcnt  of  the  ^dthjiunt.  In  tbre  the  close  of  the  first 
half  century,  the  mini-ti'r,  lo  v.  Tlioma^  JIanford,  grown 
old  in  the  service  of  his  M;t>icr,  was  dead.    More  than 

*  KocorJs  of  N-«rv^a!k,  y.  i:.S. 
f  Col.  KcC,  1'.  ::>i:',  Cii  lt.il  L;kws. 
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half  of  the  oiigln.il  sctth-rs  slopt  with  liliii  iu  tlic  grave." 
But  by  this  time,  the  "  wihhM'iies.s,"  in  a  good  degree, 
had  become  a  fruitful  fiehh    Thouo-h  neither  tlie  wolves 

o 

nor  the  Indians  had  entirely  dl^^appeared ;  y^*t  the  foj-UKjr 
were  scarce,  and  the  hitter  peaceable  and  friendly.  They 
had  lands  sequestered  to  them  which  they  cultivated; 
fehed  in  the  harbor  and  about  the  islands,  and  gathered 
clams  and  oysters  from  the  shores  and  creeks. 

The  compact  settlement  of  log-houses  about  Old  I'urt 
Point  was  expanded  in  eveiy  direction — u})  the  river 
towards  the  bridge  and  mills, — over  the  river,  at  ()1'1 
AVell, — toAvards  Saugatuch,  AVilton  and  New  Canaan. 
Tliose  beautiful  islands  which  lie  along  the  coast,  were 
formally  claimed  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  town  in 
1702.  A  new  burying-ground  was  laid  out  "over  the 
river,"  in  lT<)S.f  Instead  of  the  drum  to  call  people  to 
public  worship,  a  bell  was  procured  in  lYOO,  and  Samuel 
Keeler,  jun.,  allowed  twenty  acres  of  land  in  one  place, 
and  twenty-six  more,  "  to  take  up  in  the  woods,"  upon 
condition  that  he  would  erect  a  Belfree  u})on  the  toj)  of 
the  meetimi:-house  and  hang  the  bell  there;  also  frame, 
in  the  top  of  the  turret,  a  good  sufficient  cedar-stump  to 
fix  a  weather-cock  on,  if  the  town  see  cause,  or  a  i)in- 
nacle.  As  a  still  greater  advance,  in  1713,  the  town 
"  grants  Zerubbabel  Iloyt,  20s.  for  his  ringing  the  ])ell  at 
9  o'clock  at  night,  for  a  year  "—a  custom,  which  as  a  sig- 
nal to  be  at  home,  at  that  hour,  and  to  retire  to  rest,  has 

*  In  1794,  tlic  iKuncs  of  fourteen  original  settlers  (ns  I* suppose),  is 
"  on  the  list  of  voters  at  town  meetings."    PIcc.  Nor.,  j^.  ^o. 

t  Tlie  first  burials  were  inade  in  the  south-cast  eoriu  r  of  the  lot,  and 
may  still  be  seen.    The  grave-stones  bear  no  inscription. 
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contributed  in  no  small  dei/ree,  as  iu  otlicr  Xcw  Eni^laud 
villages,  to  order  and  regularity. 

Relieved  from  a])pivlieii-i.>iH  of  immediate  danger 
from  Indians  or  otlKT  enemic-,  tli»^  ])opulation  gmdiially 
spread  out  from  tlie  old  sottlriiu-nt  far  into  tin-  c(nintry. 
At  Ridgefield,  wliicli  had  been  j)urolia<(Ml  by  inhabitants 
of  Norwalk  in  1*108,  <>f  Catoonak,  an  Indian  sacliem,  a 
settlement  was  begun;"-  and  in  171'',  Ca])t.  Josc])!!  l^latt, 
Capt.  John  Raymond,  antl  Kn-ign  James  Stewart  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  lay  out  a  highway  thither. 
At  the  same  thne  Jonathan  Wood,  sen.,  was  freed  by  tlic 
town  ^'froni  paying  any  rate  to  tlie  minister  in  Norwalk, 
for  future,  provided  said  AVood  attends  the  meeting  in 
Ridorfield  on  the  sabbath, — and  so  lonir  as  lie  continues 
so  to  do."  viere  we  cannot  but  be  gi'atifu'd  with  the 
liberal  views  and  h^.-gediearted  i^olicy  which  governed 
our  fathers  iu  re>pect  of  new  societies  and  parishes  which 
sprung  out  of  them.  It  lias  been  common  to  accuse  the 
old  Puritans  and  thfir  immediate  descendants  of  bigotry 
and  exclusiveness,  and  even  (.>f  pei-secntion  in  matters  of 
reli'don.  But  in  re-p'-ct,  at  lea<t,  of  the  i)rime  inhab- 
itants  of  Nor\valk,  tact-  <]>eak  a  dillerent  language.  They 
adopted  measures,  pruinotive  of  the  interests  of  other 
societies,  though  adver-e  to  their  own.  Hence,  in  1T25, 
*Hhe  town  by  a  major  vote  ^i'_rnili<  d  thrir  willingness  that 
the  inhabitant-  of  K«  nt,  J^'Mt  n'<  Hill,  and  so  upwards, 
become  a  pari-h  by  th«  niM  lv(  -."  Next  year  the  town 
appropriated  ten  acres  uf  hmd  tbr  the  u-e  of  the  Rres- 
bvterian  or  Con<j:n*Lrational  mini-try''  anion-j:  the  peo])le 
of  the  said  pari-h,  to  whii'h  ^wic  aftrrwar(b  added  some 
♦  Truiu.  Ili-jt.,  vol.  i.,  p.  -loO.    lice.  Nor.,  |.p.  101-0. 
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eigLteen  acres  more.  About  tlie  same  lime,  the 
toAvn  grants  to  tlie  iuliabitauts  of  Saugutuck  "  liberty  to 
improve  some  meet  person  or  minister  of  tlie  Gospel  to 
preacli  among  tliem."  Next  in  order  came  New  Canaan, 
where  a  meeting-liouse  liad  already  been  erected, 
and  tlie  town  grants  to  tlie  inlialjltants  of  lliat  pari-li  ''all 
tlie  common  land  where  theh'  meetin^r-housc  >tandrth, 
and  thirty  rods  from  the  meeting-liouse,  that  is  common 
and  highway  there,  so  long  as  they  shall  support  a  meet- 
ing-house in  said  place."  A  similar  favor  was  granted 
in  1^29  to  the  inhabitants  settled  in  ^liddlesex  (now 
Darien).  But  still  luore  in  illustration  of  tlieu'  liberal 
and  generous  policy ;  in  the  very  height  uf  their  own 
troubles  with  the  Rev.  Stephen  Buckingham,  a  new 
society  arose  among  themselves,  composed  of  "  Brofcssoi's 
of  the  Church  of  England.''  And  the  proprietors  of  the 
town,  by  a  major  vote,  173-4,  granted  unto  said  j-ro- 
fessors  land  for  them  "to  build  a  church  upon,  fur  tlie 
worship)  of  God  in  that  way;  and  for  a  burying-yard  ;  to 
be  for  its  use  forever."  They  also  discharged  ijei>«.>ns 
who  paid  to  the  support  of  the  minister  of  the  Church  of 
England,  from  obligation  to  i)ay  to  the  Prime  S(X-iety. 
Furthermore,  upon  application  by  Ealpli  Isaacs  and 
Samuel  Cluckston,  church-wardens,  in  behalf  of  tlie  Pro- 
fessors of  the  Church  of  England,  the  proprietoi-s  "  being 
minded,"  they  say,  "  to  oblige  said  Professors,  do  grant 
five  acres  of  land,  at  a  i)lace  called  Strawberry  Hill,  fbr 
the  support  of  a  missionary  settled  according  to  the 
canons  of  the  said  Church  of  England,  fruin  time  to 
time,  forever."'^' 

*  Sec  Roc.  of  Xonvalk,  i^^.  r2-J-12I,  15G-1G1. 
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AMiilc  these  changes  were  iu  progre's,  tliere  ^\'as  also 
a  change  and  a  serious  clilUcult}',  arising  from  the  dis- 
satisfaction "  of  the  town  and  the  Churcli,  "  with  the  con- 
versation of  the  Reverend  ]\[r.  Stt'])hL'n  Buckingliani/' 
the  successor  of  Mr.  IIanf(.)rd ;  the  cause,  ])rogress  and 
i<sue  of  which  are  staled,  fully,  in  the  ancient  puhlished 
records,  and  therefore  the  detail  need  not  now  detain  us. 
His  dismission  after  a  ministry  of  ahout  thirty  years,  was 
followed  by  the  organization  of  the  ''''Prime  Ancient 
/Soeieffj  of  ^orwaUi^''  in  ]:'eb.  17*27,  and  the  settlement 
soon  after  of  the  Ivev.  ]\Ioses  Dickinson,  whose  ministry 
was  long,  peaceful  and  useful.  A  new  meeting-house 
still  further  north,  or  *'u])  town,"  was  built,  1723,  respect- 
ing which  the  town  by  a  major  vote  resolves,  that  no 
town  m(?ctings  shall  l>e  warned  to  convene  at  the  new 
meeting-house,  nor  attended  and  held  within  the  said 
house;  nor  that  any  aet  or  acts  of  the  town  shall  ever 
be  accounted  of  any  value  that  shall  be  passed  within  the 
walls  tliereof  Hence  arose  the  necessity  of  a  Town 
House  for  the  transaction  of  public  business;  whieli  was 
first  built  1727,  as  an  addition  to  the  "upper  school 
house ;"  rebuilt  near  where  the  ])resent  Town  House 
stands,  1746;  and  the  third  erected  on  the  same  spot, 
1779.t 

At  the  close  of  the  first  centuiy  (»f  the  settlement,  vast, 

*  lioc.  Nor.  For  an  acoount  of  the  siiiv»'s<Ivc  luoetiiig-houscs  and 
T^>:nlster3  in  Xorwalk,  see  Address  of  Kev.  K-lwIii  Hall,  D.D..  at  the 
lauiig  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  New  Congregational  Church,  in  Sor- 
fJuzette,  26th  July,  1S4S. 

t  IN^o.  of  Norwalk,  pp.  120,  \2o,  137. 
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beneficial  and  clieoring  were  tlic  clianges  in  its  con<li- 
tion.  The  log-houses  of  the  lirst  settlers  liad  Leen  suc- 
ceeded by  comfortable  framed  houses,  generally  one  story 
and  a  half  or  two  stories  in  front,  with  back  roofs  rmniim}: 
slanting  and  low.  Some  were  of  gambrel-roofs.  All  were 
furnished  with  huge  fire-places — built  of  stone — which 
admitted  large  back-logs  of  four  or  six  feet  iji  h.-ngth; 
and  gave  room  for  a  tribe  of  children  to  sit  on  bench fs  in 
each  corner,  to  sweat  and  burn ;  wliile  the  good  old  1<  'Ik-^ 
roasted  in  front.  The  habits  of  the  people  were  for  tlie 
most  part  temperate  and  frugal ;  wheat,  rye,  Indian  coru, 
beans  and  2)ease,  were  the  principal  products  of  the  field; 
while,  to  many  fiimilies  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  tlit.ir 
daily  food,  were  fish,  oysters,  clams,  scallops,  and  other 
shell-fish,  wliicli  always  abounded,  and  which  were  free  to 
those  who  would  take  them.  The  amusements  of  tlie 
young,  so  far  as  we  can  learn  from  tradition,  were  mostly 
of  the  athletic  kind,  simple  and  rude ;  such  as  wrestling, 
running,  pitching  the  quoit,  playing  at  ball ;  and  in  the 
fall  and  winter  evenings,  parties  for  husking  corn,  and 
dancing.'"'  The  "connnon  lands,''  where  originally  the 
^'herd"  was  pastured,  were,  by  this  time,  niostly  taken 
up  or  laid  oft'  "  to  the  proper  inhalntants  of  the  inwn  f 
and  the  "  mileh  herd"  was  "driven  and  fetched"  each 
day  from  the  fields,  by  their  proper  owners. 

From  IT-U  to  1VG3,  the  colonies  were  engaged  uK^-t  of 
the  time  in  wars  with  the  French  and  Indians ;  in  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Norwalk  shared,  in  some  respects, 
even  more  than  their  part  of  the  expense,  and  sacritice, 

*  Some  of  these  aiiiusomonts  were  common,  within  the  recollection  of 
the  writer. 
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and  men.  Tliomas  Fiteli,  Ixmiilt  ( .-nor  of  tlie  o.)l<»iiy, 
from  175-4  to  17GG,  Umk  u  proiiiiiiL-nt  part  in  tlio  viirorons 
prosecution  of  these  Avars ;  and  (rNtlnL;-ul<lKMl  j^rliis 
patriotic  ser\dces  aiid  sacrltiets.  Li  175."),  he  wlus  one  of 
the  Coimcil  of  War,  at  Xew  York,  witli  liLs  Excellency 
Gen.  Shirley,  conunaiuh-r-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
in  North  xWerica,  Sh'  Charles  ]  lardy,  ii:oV(M-n()r  of  Xew 
York,  and  others.  In  lT5i),  Coniiccticiit  ral<«Ml  2J)^)0 
ij^en  for  the  expedition  au^ainst  Xiai^-ara  and  Crown 
Point,  which  was  double  the  nundx'i*  which  her  ])r<.>])or- 
tion  with  the  other  colonics  required."  In  1757,  350  of 
the  regular  army  were  ]>osted  in  this  town  for  winter 
quarters — to  defray  tlu;  expenses  of  which,  the  {own  by 
vote  granted  a  rate  of  one  penny  upon  a  ])ound  of  all  the 
rateahle  estate,  and  agreed  to  take  care  of  the  soldiers. 
A  guard-house  and  hospital  were  also  provided  at  the 
town's  expense.f  During  the  periods  of  the  French  and 
Indian  wars,  the  sons  c>f  X'U-walk  were  in  the  expedition 
to  Cape  Breton;  at  the  eaj.tiuv  of  L...ui-burg;  they 
fought  at  Montmorency  an*l  C^>iiLb«'c;  at  Crown  Point 
and  Ticonderoga. 

I  shall  be  excused,  if  passing  over  many  interesting 
incidents,  I  hasten  to  the  era  in  our  history  whieh 
transcends  in  tragic  intere-t  evt-ry  otlier.  A  complete 
history  of  the  burning  «'f  th.*  t«.wn  of  Xorwalk  in  July, 
17T9,  has  never  yet  been  writtm.  'Hie  distresses  of  that 
event  to  our  fathei-s,  and  xhr  inteiv^t  whieh  traditioiuiry 
recitals  of  it  have  often  awak<  ned  in  our  ])osoms,  nauler 
itproi)er  that  on  this  oecaMoii,  we  give  it  prominence; 

*  Truin.  Hist.,  vol  ii.,  p.  373.  t  N-rwalk,  p.  125. 
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and  that,  as  far  as  possH)].?,  wo  place  tlie  facts  in  the 
order  and  liglit  of  autlientic  liistoiy. 

The  information,  then,  Avliich  I  dv<v^n  to  cinlxxlv  in 
one  connected  narrative,  is  derived  from  tradition,  fr..iii 
the  testimony  of  a  few  living  aged  witnesses,  from  j)ul)- 
lished  historical  fragments,  and  from  unpuljlisheJ,  but 
authentic  documents. 

Before  the  revolutionary  conflict  actually  hegan,  l»nt, 
as  if  in  anticipation  of  it,  the  spirit  and  principles  ^\  hicli 
animated  the  great  mass  of  American  citizens  during  that 
period,  were  strongly  developed  in  the  inhahitant-  of 
this  town.  They  felt,  and  resented,  the  oppressions  and 
aggressions  of  the  mother  country.  In  Decend)er,  1774, 
they  met,  and  passed  resolves  approving  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  sympathy  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston  for  their  sufferings  under  what  was 
called  the  Boston  Port  Bill.  A  Committee  was  appointed, 
Feb.  Gth,  1775,  "to  receive  any  donations  that  may  be 
brought  in  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston."  At  the  declaration  of  independence, 
4th  July,  17 70,  the  patriotic  fires  in  the  hearts  of  our 
fathers  Avere  fully  kindled  ;  committees  of  inspection 
were  appointed ;  gunpowder  was  cai'efully  husbanded  ; 
a  magazine  to  keep  the  warlike  stores  belonging  to  the 
town,  ordered  to  be  erected  "on  the  hill  betwiHMi  Mr. 
Leamin<"'"'s  house  and  Ebenezer  Bockwood's  ;■'  watches 

o 

were  set  at  different  points ;  and  on  api)lication  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  28th  X<-)v.,  177(s  by 
Thaddeus  Betts,  ]':<([.,  as  agent  of  the  town,  "^ix  cannon, 
viz.,  two  four-pounders,  and  four  three-])ounders,  w  hh  one 
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hnnclrecl  round  sli(»t  to  suit  tlicni,        grape-<li.)t  in  pro- 
portion," were  procuivd  from  tlic  Sarisbuiy  tiirnacr/"- 

The  location  oUhv  town  at  tliis  time,  in  relation  to  the 
British,  demands  notice. 

In  Oct.,  1777,  a  inrni(»rial,  >iuiH'd  ]>y  seventy-one  of 
the  inhabitants,!  was  presented  to  tlie  Geiieral  Assem- 
bly, setting  forth  'Mliat  the  })rinri])al  ]>]ace  of  rcn(h'ZV(^\is 
for  the  enemy's  shii)}»inLi:  tliat  erui<e  in  tlic  Sound,  is  in 
Huntington  Bay,  on  Loni:  Island  shore,  where  they  liave, 
ever  since  the  enemy  took  possession  of  New  York  aiul 
Long  Ishand,  l)een  almost  constantly  stationed,  for  the 
purpose  of  cruising  in  the  Sound,  and  for  annoying,  dis- 
tressing, and  ]>lundering  the  iidiabitants  that  live  near 
the  shores  in  the  Avestern  towns  in  the  State;  that  the 
shores  easterly  and  westerly  in  said  Xorwalk,  are  so  ex- 
tensive, and  tliere  are  so  many  ])oints  and  necks  of  land 
that  put  out  hito  the  Souml,  that  it  is  impossible  Ibr  this 
town  to  furnish  a  sulheient  nu]nl»er  of  men  to  guard 
every  part  tliereof  fi-(»m  tlie  ]"avages  of  the  enemy ;  that 
Huntin<''ion  Vy-AV  is  not  moi'e  than  v'v^lit  or  nine  miles 
from  the  islands  ]»olnt<  and  shores  in  said  Xorwalk,  and 
that  the  enemy  freciuently,  just  at  night,  cross  tlie  Sound, 
and  come  upon  us,  ami  tak«'  away  our  Hocks,  and  plun- 
der us,  notwith>tandiuLr  the  utmost  care  to  ])revent  it; 
that  in  some  instances  they  have  taken  oil*  ])art  of  (»ur 
guards ;  and  they  very  often,  of  late,  come  hovering 
about  our  shores,  and  anclior  about  our  islands,  with 
small  armed  sloops ;  and  ))oats  come  within  our  harboi*, 
and  in  two  instances,  have  come  in  the  night,  uj)  our  har- 

*  Kec.  of  Nor.,  p.  131  ;  iv.hl  Ilinnan's  Ilir^t^-Ty  of  thf  AVar,  p.  -150. 

f  Appendix,  No.  ii. 
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bors,  and  fired  n})oii  uiir  liouses,  causes  freqiK.-iit 

alarms,  and  creates  great  uneasine.ss  auK.iiLr  the  wonu  u 
and  children,  who  expect  to  ])e  taken  ]>ri<niu'rs,  or  l)e 
robbed,  plundered,  and  deprived  of  their  whole  j?u])>ist- 
ence  and  comforts  of  life;  and  as  Ave  have  no  armed 
force  on  the  water,  we  have  it  not  in  our  })o\ver  t(.)  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  small  boats  and  sloo})s  coining  into  our 
harbors  and  distressing:  ns."  On  sncli  m'onnds,  tlie  me- 
morialists  pray,  that  an  armed  sloop  "of  about  oi* 
eight  gnns,  may  be  sent  to  cruise  in  the  Pound,''  foi-  tlieir 
protection.^" 

Another  noticeable  circumstance  in  the  condition  of 
Norwalk,  was,  tliat  among  the  inliabitants  was  a  con>id- 
erable  number  of  tories — influenced  tlie  more  strongly, 
no  doubt,  by  Rev.  ]Mr.  Learning,  who,  in  the  language  of 
an  old  inhabitant,  was  "as  big  a  tory  as  could  be  on 
earth,"  and  ^\■ho  "  continued  to  ])raj  for  the  king  as  long 
as  he  dared  to.''  Our  charity  to-day  shall  throw  a  man- 
tle over  the  names  of  those  tories;  we  might  possiMy 
frame  an  apology  for  them;  but  then,  and  to  the  patriots 
of  the  revolution,  their  offense  was  un])ardonable.  'J  hey 
kept  up  frecjuent  intercourse  with  the  enemy  on  L"Ug 
Island ;  passed  and  repassed  in  boats  ;  served  as  gui<le<  to 
marauding  and  plundering  parties,  and  burned  Avith  e\ m 
more  bitter  hatred  to  their  countrymen,  than  the  Driti-h 
themselves. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  a  fleet  of  twenty-six  of  the  ene- 
my's ships  a])peared  off  Xorwalk  Islands,  convoying  Uvo 
bi'igades  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  men,  for  an  attack 
upon  Danbury,  where  the  military  stores  were  deposited 
*  Illiunan's  Hist,    Appciidix,  p. 
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Guided  by  torles,  lliey  t'tVectcd  ii  landing  at  Compo,  in 
Saiigatuck,  wlieiv  tliey  were  met  l)y  a  Lrave  hand  of 
Norwalk  and  Stamford  militia,  tlie  former  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  O/ia-  ^Fai-vin,  who  watelicd  their  move- 
ments, liung  upon  their  rear,  liara>sed  tlieir  mai\'li,  and 
afterwards  took  ])art  iu  tlie  liglit  at  liidgeliehl.^-' 

Tlie  exposed  condition  <~>f  the  town  rendered  it  neces- 
sary, not  only  that  their  o\\  n  inilitia  should  l)e  retained 
for  their  defense,  hut  tliat  an  additional  guard  >hould  he 
stationed  here.  Ih-nee,  July  l.jth,  1777,  the  Colonel  of 
the  first  reiriment  at  New  Haven  was  ordered  to  send 
forthwith,  the  "fullr-t  company  under  liis  command,  t») 
the  town  of  Xorwalk,  to  he  posted  there  as  guards  for 
the  defense  of  that  ])art  of  the  coitst." 

The  crisis  which  the  inhahitants  Avith  so  much  reason 
had  feared,  now  a}^j)i(>ac]ied.  In  the  summer  of  177'.', 
the  enemy,  at  Long  I-laml,  ]>re]>ared  for  an  expedition 
a^-ainst  the  southern  eoa-t  of  Connecticut.    On  the  4th 

o 

of  July,  1770,  Gen.  Tryon,  with  an  army  of  2G00  men, 
aided  hy  Gen.  Garth,  and  a  llcrt  (.»f  forty  armed  vessels, 
under  command  of  Sir  (Jeorge  Collier,  sailed  for  New 
Haven,  and  early  on  tie-  morning  of  the  fifth,  appeared 
before  the  city,  which  they  soon  }>illaged,  and  partly 
burnt.  On  the  7th,  lh«'  >am<'  army  was  landed  at  Fair- 
field, and  laid  that  heautll'ul  town  in  ashes.  Amid  tlic 
smoking  ruins  the  veneraMe  pa4or  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  who  had  \\  itne-<ed  the  conllagration,  and 

*  Captain  ^farviii  supi'li  '-l  liin  M-Lli.  rs  \\  h\i  rcfroshineiits,  for  ^vl^u•h 
he^vas  allow..!  by  tho  <  1. r-^l  A.^.  n.My  £28  Is.  -M.  lawtul  nmney,  t'-r 
forty-five  gallons  of  ruiu.  sixty  l--Jri.U  uf  drioJ  l>oof,  ciglit  poumls  vt 
sugar,  aiidbvciity-four  ca>c  UAlks.—JIuunans  JIU(.,  p.  j<J7. 
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1^  Our  holy  and  our  beautiful  houso, 

"  ^^^li^TC  our  fathers  praise!  tlioe,  is 

"  Burnt  up  Avith  fire;  and  all  our 

"  Pleasant  things  arc  hud  Avasto. 

"  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 

"  Away  :  blessed  he  the  name  of  the  Lord 

"  AH  things  M  ork  togcll.er  lor  c^ood  to  them 

"Tliat  love  God-to  theiH  who  are  the 

Called  aeeording  to  his  purpose.  Alleluia. 
"  The  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.— Am,-n." 
An  immediate  attack  .vas  expected  to  follow,  on  \...- 
wa  k.    The  alarm  spread.    Women  and  cldklren,  \uth 
cat  le,  and  sncli  goods  as  couki  Le  removed,  .;-ere  huv 
ned  away  to  "  tke  Eocks,"  to  Wilton,  to  Canaan,  or  to 
whatever  spot,  wkere  safety  might  be  ex].ected  Tlie 
militia  and  guards  rallied;  bnt,  contrary  to  expectation 
and  for  reasons  unknown,  the  enemy's  vessels  sailed  fm- 
Long  Island  ;  and  a  respite  of  a  few  days  was  r.rantr.1 

For  the  f\ite  of  I^orwalk,  a  deep  intJrest  w.is  now  f -It 
throughout  the  State.  Governor  Tnnnl, nil,  one  of  tlie 
noblest  patriots  of  the  Eevolution— tlie  friend  and  confi- 
dant of  Washington— was  vigilant,  and  on  the  alert,  to 
avert,  if  possible,  the  impending  doom.  AVa>liin-ton 
himself,  now  in  the  highland  fastnesses  of  tlic  Xoitli 
River,  was  not  unmindful  of  the  operations  of  the  cnmiy, 
nor  slow  to  alloi-d  such  aid,  as  the  greater  g(X)d  of  tllj 
whole  country  permitted.    He  dispatched  Gen.  rarsn,,,^- 

*  Gen.  Samuel  11.  Parsons  was  son  of  L'ev.  Jonatlian  Pardons,  of 
Lyme,  Ct.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  1756. 
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to  the  scene  of  action,  witli  a  view  of  ,LrivlnLr  confidence 
to  the  militia,  and  Lcni'linir  tlii-ir  niowiucntx.^^  On  tlie 
8th  of  July,  (luv.  Triunluill  wrote  hy  express  to  (Irn. 
Wolcott,  of  Litclifield,  to  haw  liiiii  nuwtcr  his  hri'jad*', 
and  hasten  to  tlie  coa-t,  to  i-cpid  tlie  enemy.  On  the 
10th,  a  letter  from  Andrew  Adams,  of  the  ohl  Conti- 
nental Coniriv^s,  dated  Litchfield,  informs  Gov.  Trundndl 
that  Gen.  AVolcott  had  eone  forward,  and  that  orders  for 
a  draft  on  tlie  militia  had  hcen  mad(\  and  t]ie\'  were 
nearly  ready  to  marcli.  lie  also  says:  "lam  inl'ornied 
that  the  enemv  lie  off  a^rainst,  and  near  to  Xorwalk,  and 
that  a  St ronLC  force  has  marched  from  King  s-Bridire  l-y 
land,  with  orders  to  burn  and  to  destroy."  On  the  lltli, 
the  Governor  addressed  a  letter  to  Brigadier-General 
Glover,  of  the  Continental  troops  at  Xew  London,  i"e- 
questing  liini  to  go  forward  to  Xorwalk,  to  assist  the 
general  oiiieers  in  their  operations  against  the  enemy. 
The  letter  was  received  hy  express,  at  11  o'clock  at 
niirht:  and  Gen.  (ilover,  in  his  answer  at  S,  next  morn- 
inir  savs,  "///'//'  ///  v  hriiin'l:.  icoi/Jd  he  on  tlitir  imn'cli  at  0 
o'dovl\'  \h\  himself,  ha<tened  forward,  agreeably  to  tlie 
Governor's  rcvpie-t,  railing  by  the  way  on  Gen.  AVard,  at 
Guilfonl,  to  accompany  liim,  and  bearing  oi'ders  that  his 
brigade,  under  tlie  command  of  Col.  AVilliam  Shepard, 
should  folh)W  "with  all  possible  dispatch.''  It  was  a 
noble,  sj)ontaneon-,  ]'atiiotic  etVort  to  save  onr  town  fioiu 
devastation  and  conilaLrratiou  !  ]',ut  it  was  too  late:  be- 
fore Gov.  Trund'uir>  K-tter  was  received  by  Gen.  (ilover, 
on  the  fatal  eleventli.  tlie  tnwn  wa<  rediice(l  t.)  adies  ! 
AYe  will  not,  however,  in  our  rt-lati'>n,  hin-ry  either  so 
♦  Ilininan's  IIi>t«'rv,  j\  MJ. 
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fast  as  our  brave  officers  and  soIukts  did,  to  come  to 
our  defense,  or  as  the  ]»ritish  did  In  tlidr  retreat.  On 
Saturday  afternoon,  of  the  lOtli,  thr  ihitldi  llci-t  fn.m 
Long  IsLand,  of  twenty-six  sail,  ai)pear('d  in  our  liarlx^r, 
with  a  laud  force  of  about  two  tliousand  live  liuudicd 
men,  under  command  of  the  same  generals,  Tryou  and 
Garth.    They  eftected  a  landing  on  both  sides  of  tlic 
river;  on  the  East,  at  Fitch's  Point;  on  tlie  AW-t,  at 
Old  Well.   At  the  latter  point,  the  enemy  was  fired  up<.n 
by  a  small  company  of  volunteers  (of  whom  the  latr  Na- 
thaniel Eaymond  was  one),  who  had  gathered  on  the  hill 
near  John  Eaymond's,  where  Capt.  Daniel  K.  Xa-li  new 
lives.    The  fire  of  the  volunteers  was  returned,  and  as 
the  former  retreated,  a  party  of  the  enemy  cha-etl 
them  over  the  hill,  dragging  a  field-piece  after  them,  as 
far  as  Eound-IIill.    Xiglit  set  in,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  wakeful,  anxious,  with  a  few  companies  of  mili- 
tia, and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  continental  troop-, 
to  oppose  two  thousand  Hve  hundred  British  veteran^, 
awaited  the  issue!     As  the  morning  of  the  v^ahLath 
dawned,  the  British  troops  were  seen  concentrating  from 
botli  sides  of  the  harbor,  at  Grummcars-IIill.  That 
beautiful  eminence,  overlooking  the  whole  town,  was 
Gen.  Tryon's  head-quarters.    As  the  sun  cast  his  early 
rays  on  its  summit,  it  was  seen  ''all  red"  witli  BrliMi 
soldiers!    Tryon  sat  there,  with  chairs  and  a  tal.le, 
writin*'^  his  orders.    At  six  o'clock  in  the  moi'iiing,  the 
flames  began  to  ascend:  the  house  standing  where  (Jeorge 
Day  now  lives  is  said  to  have  been  tlie  first  burnt  ;  and 
as  the  flames  spread,  kindled  by  incendiary  soldiers,  at 
every  accessible  point,  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  fa-e  of 
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muskets,  in  strange  contrast  witli  t'^e  usual  stillness  uf 
tlie  Sabbatli,  deepened  the  terrors  of  tlic  seeiic  'i'li.j 
militia  and  continental  troops,  headed  by  Generals  J*ar- 
sons  and  Wolcott,  were  on  the  liill  near  "  the  Kocks,'' 
whence  they  tired  on  tlic  i  iieniy  at  ( irunmion's-IIill.  To 
diwe  the  fornKM-  from  their  ])o>iti()n,  Tryon  dispatched 
a  large  bo'ly  of  troops,  wlio  were  ni(,'t  l»y  our  soldli-is  in 
France-street,  and  givt'ted  there  witli  so  warm  a  rccc])- 
tion,  that  their  ])rogress  was  checked,  and  ere  noon  they 
were  on  tlie  retreat  to  their  vessels  in  the  harhor,  and  at 
two  o'clock,  eniLarked. 

Of  the  extent  of  the  conflaixration,  and  the  loss  to  the 
inhal'itants,  we  have  the  followini^  statement  from  Gen. 
Parsons  to  Gov.  Trumlnill,  under  date  of  17th  July, 
1T71),  at  Stamford  : 

"The  dt'predation  of  the  enemy  uj)on  the  sea-coast  of 
the  State,  Gen.  Wolcott  has,  doul>tless,  particularly  in- 
formed you  of  The  (Jest  met  ion  of  Xoncalh  is  what  J 
1iave  hccn  a  irifju-yy  to.  One  hundred  and  thirty-two 
dwellincr-liou-cs,-*  meeting-house  and  church  included, 
eighty-seven  barns,  twenty-two  store-houses,  seventeen 
sliops,  four  milN,  and  five  vessels,  were  burnt,  with  the 
wdieat,  hay,  tVic,  whieh  had  been  gathered  in.'' 

*  Gen.  Parsons  I'Uts  the  imrabor  of  d\volHni:-l»ousos  higlier  than  do 
other  accounts,  llolme--.  in  liis  Anicriean  Annals,  says,  Ei«j;ht y  dwcll- 
inf^-houses.  two  churches,  ciglity-scvcn  barns,  seventeen  shops,  four 
mills  and  five  vo^sol^."  I  am  indiiied  to  tliiiik  that  "  ciglity''  is  the 
correct  number.  At  rairlVM.  the  British  burnt  eighty-live  dwelling- 
houses,  two  churches,  11  courl-h.'Use,  fifty-five  bams,  fifteen  st.Tos,  and 
fifteen  sliops."  See  a  full  ac  ..mit  of  the  burning  of  Fairfield,  in  ^lass. 
Hist.  Coll.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  103,  Jirst  scries;  also  Ilimuans  History  of  tho 
War,  pp.  616-623. 
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"  The  wretclies,"  be  c.ntinius.  "  ^,  ,nt  oil'  «  ltl,  ...  i 
»o,as  left  the.  ^n^.^X^^::^^^^ 
the  ouhnge.  upon  tl.e  persons  of  the  inl,al,i,..,nt.  which 
m  other  ph.ces  they  have  been  guilty  of.    Kn  .'^ 
peared  however  to  den,onstrat..  the  co„tin,.ane.  f 
h  Ihsh  temper.    Several  of  our  soldiers,  .  ,„.  appear 
W  been  fct  wounded,  were  found  with  th-i'' sku,,. 
blown  off  by  musket  discharges  into  then,,  after  thev 
were  wounded.'  • 

The  loss  on  both  sides  seems  to  have  been  inconsider- 
able.    One  "tall  ]5ritish  soldier"  w.s  killed  n-ar  John 
Raymonds;  another  was  shot  by  Setl,  Abbott.    Of  our 
own  men,  Jacob  Xash  was  killed  at  the  fl-ht  in  France- 
street;  there  aLso,  John  Waters,  a  continental  soldier  f.-ll 
mto  the  enemy's  hands,  wounded;  and  as  Capt.  Stephen 
Betts  testified,  2Gth  July,  1779,  "after  he  had  delivered 
up  his  arms  and  begged  for  his  life,  the  enemy  assaulted 
him  with  theii'  bayonets,  mth  T^•hich  they  stal>bed  him 
m  sundry  places,  and  then  shot  at  him,-though  ilnaliv 
he  escaped  with  his  hfe."    But  John  Bich,  anotlicr  con- 
tinental soldier,  was  first  wounded,  and  afterward^  ^^•as 
found  dead  and  "the  top  of  his  skull  torn  olV,  supj.o.cd 
to  be  blown  off  by  a  musket  to  dispatcli  him."f 

The  wanton  excesses,  barbarities,  and  licentious  con- 
duct of  the  British  soldiers  at  Xew  Haven  and  l  aii- 
Md,  and  hi  some  degree  at  Korwalk,— the  iufani.ais 

*  For  the  above  p.irticubrs,  I  am  iiulel.toj  to  JIS.  parors  in  'J'nim- 
buli's  collection,  now  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  .Sod.  ty,  luniijlicj 
me  by  the  politeness  of  Mdlen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  of  lio-ton. 

f  llimnau's  Ilist.,  l'i>.  G2i>-6. 
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mockery  of  Gen.  Tiyoii  in  issuing  a  i)i\)clanuition  of  ])ar- 
don  to  the  inlial»itants,  witli  an  invitation  to  return  to 
tlieir  allegiance  to  i]nt  king,  and  av^urlng  tliost;  of  protec- 
tion and  safety  ^vlio  olK-ivd  no  resistance, — and  tli.-u 
firing  tlieir  d\yelling>  and  in  many  cases  abusing  their 
persons ; — these  circumstances  ai  ouscd  througliout  tlie  col- 
onies the  deepest  indignation.    They  resolved  tliat  witli 
such  an  enemy  tlicre  never  sliould  l)e  ])eac(',  hut  inde- 
pendence or  DEATJi.    Tile  Jh-itl-li  comman<]er-in-('lii»'f,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Avas  liim-ell'  a^liamed  of  the  unnecessary 
and  useless  barbarities  connnitted  by  Tryon's  soldiei-s  in 
these  expeditions,  and  immediately,  on  the  next  day  after 
the  burning  of  Xoi-\valk,  recalled  liim  to  the  Island. 
Tryon  himself,  in  his  ollicial  re]>ort  of  his  ex]>edition, 
found  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  his  conduct,  and  Gen. 
Parsons,  who  could  u^e  tlie  pen  as  well  as  the  sword, 
lampooned  him.    On  the  IStli  June,  before  he  set  sail 
for  New  Haven,  Tryou  had  tlie  elTroutery  to  address  a 
note  to  Gen.  Putnam  or  (m-u.  Parsons,  in  which  lie  says, 
at  the  close,  "Surely  it  i-  time  f-r  rational  Americans  to 
wish  for  a  reunion  with  the  pun-nt  state,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  will  m..»^t  speedily  etfect  it.'— To  which 
Parsons  replied,  Tth  Sej^t.,  ''1  shouhl  luive  paid  an  earlier 
attention  to  your  i)olite  letter  of  the  l8th  June,  had  I 
not  entertahied  some  hoj.e  of  a  jKr^onal  interview  with 
you  in  your  descents  upon  the  defmceless  towns  of  Con- 
necticut to  executi*  y..ur  ma.tei-s  vengeance,  uj^on  the 
rebellious  women  and  formidable  host  of  boys  and  girls, 
who  were  induced  by  >  our  in^dious  ])roclamatinns  to  re- 
main in  these  liclj^le-  l'lac.>;  and  who,  if  th.  y  had  been 
suffered  to  continue  in  the  t  ujuymeut  of  that  peace  their 
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(tge  and  sex  entitled  tlieiii  to  expcc!:  from  eiviUzol  lui- 
Horn,  you  uiidouLtedly  snpp(x<ed  would  yr^^\v  the  .scourge 
of  Britain's  veteran  troop>,  and  i)lu('k  from  no"  tliijse 
laurels  \vitli  whicli  that /e/7/  expedition  so  ])k'ntifully 
crowned  you.  But  your  sudden  dq)arture  fr./m  Xor- 
walk,  and  tlie  particular  attention  you  paid  to  yom-  jx-r- 
sonal  safety  when  at  that  ])lace,  and  the  ])nidrnt  iv>olu- 
tion  you  took  to  sulTer  the  t(,)wn  of  Stamford  U)  csraju,' 
tlie  conflagration  to  which  you  had  drvoti^l  Fairfield  and 
Norwalk,  prevented  my  wishes  on  that  liead.  Tliis  T 
liope  will  sufliciently  apologize  for  my  delay  in  answer- 
ing your  last  letter."'^' 

The  British  hoped  by  their  ex]iedition  on  the  sea-eoa<t 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  destruction  of  these  Leant iful 
towns,  to  draw  Gen.  Washington  down  from  the  High- 
lands and  bring  on  a  general  battle.  But,  guided  ]>y 
that  heaven-inspired  wisdom  which  ever  governed  liim, 
"Washington  penetrated  their  crafty  designs ;  and  at  the 
moment  when  they  thought  to  ensnare  him,  he  planned 
and  executed  one  of  the  most  brilliant  exploits  in  llie 
history  of  the  revolution.  On  the  ir)th  July,  four  days 
after  the  burning  of  this  town,  the  strong-hold  of  Stony 
Point  was  carried  by  Gen.  Wayne,  iu  the  dead  of  niirht, 
at  tJie point  of  tlie  layonet.  And  the  news  of  the  gl<  >ri<  -us 
achievement  spreading  and  mingling  with  the  story  of 
British  atrocities  on  the  coast,  ever}  where  filled  Amer- 
•  ican  patriots  both  with  joy  and  indignation.  From 
that  day,  we  may  say,  the  fote  of  r)ritain  w:ls  sealed  as 
to  the  colonies.    Defeat  and  disaster  followetl  them  ;  till 


*  See  Ilinmau's  Ili^^L,  and  ^Vnn.  Kog.,  1779,  L..ndoii. 
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Coiwallis  surrendered,  iind  our  Indrpundt-nce  ^va^  ac- 
knowledged. 

There  is,  however,  an  interesting  so([ni-l  to  the  Lurning 
of  Norwalk,  wliich  furtlu-r  Illustrates  tlie  good  ])r()v- 
idence  of  Him  wliu  ruleth  ani<.)ng  nu'ii.  Tlie  following 
winter  was  one  of  great  iievt-rity, — the  inlial)itants,  nio-t 
of  them  without  hoases,  witliout  adequate  provisions, 
without  money,  pressed  witli  deLts  contracted  in  the 
public  service,  sutVered  the  greatest  privations.  In  a 
petition,  Dee.  17S0,  signed  by  Jolin  Loekwood  and 
thii'ty-seven  othei*s,  they  represent,  that  they  Avere  all 
"buiued  out  of  house  and  home;  stripped  and  plundered 
by  the  British  of  nearly  all  their  household  furniture ; 
that  tliey  were  unable  to  build  or  rent  comfortable 
houses,  or  to  carry  on  tlieir  farms;  that  tlie  j>rice  of 
labor  was  so  high,  and  state,  county,  and  town  taxes  so 
burdensome,  it  a])peared  to  them  impossible  ever  to 
settle  theiiLselves  again  in  any  toleral)le  manner — they 
tlierefore  ])rayed  the  State  to  abate  the  taxes  laid  on  the 
list  for  17 79  and  17 SO.  At  the  same  time  the  memori- 
alists, ^vit\l  nol)le  ]>atriotlc  s])irit,  declared  "that  they 
would  exert  themselves  to  bear  all  public  demands  will- 
ingly and  cheerfully,  and  oidy  rega-etted  that  they  were 
not  of  the  same  ability  to  do,  as  they  had  been  before 
they  had  been  bm-nt  out."  In  answer  to  this  memorial, 
the  state  tax  of  1*23  pei-sons  in  Xorwalk,  on  the  list  of 
1^79,  and  of  110  ^'^ii  that  of  17sO,  Avas  abated. 

In  1792,  the  State  was  still  more  just  and  generous 
toward  the  sulYerers  both  of  Norwalk  and  I^^airfield.  On 
a  joint  petition  of  the  iidiabitants  of  the  two  towns,  the 
General  iVssembly,  by     re--^'luliun,  "released  and  ipiit- 
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claimed,  to  tlie  sullerers  in  t\w<o.  and  otiier  towiw,  and 
to  their  legal  representatives  (if  deceased),  and  to  tlit-ir 
heirs  or  assigns,  500,000  acres  of  land  owned  by  the 
State  west  of  Pennsylvania,  bounded  north  by  I^ake 
Erie,  Arc.,  *  *  said  land  to  be  divided  among  tlic  siitTcrL*rs 
and  their  legal  re])resentatives  in  proportion  to  the  sev- 
eral sums  which  they  had  lost  by  tlie  enemy  during  the 
war."  The  estimated  loss  to  the  suflereis  in  Xorwalk, 
was  £26,0GG  Os.  Id.,  and  the  portion  of  land  that  ft-ll  to 
them  was  a  few  years  afterwards  settled  (ISlo-lSlT)  by 
lier  enterprising  sons  and  daughters,  and  now  constitutes 
the  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Huron  in  Ohio,  bearing 
the  name  of  Xorwalk,  and  even  rivaling  the  ])arent- 
town  in  population,  in  resources,  in  beauty,  in  education 
and  relifrion.'^ 

Permit  me  now  to  give  you  a  few  statistics  which  may 
be  worth  preserving,  and  then  to  close,  in  as  few  wortls 
as  the  occasion  will  admit. 

Tlie  grand  list  of  persons  and  estates,  of  Xorwalk,  as 
returned  to  the  General  Court  iji  was  2-i  i>ersons, 

£2,300. 

In  1775,  the  grand  hst  was  £41,955,  only  nine  towns 
in  the  State  being  higher.f  .  ■  i 

In  1800,  the  population,  including  the  parishes  of  New 
Canaan  and  AVilton,  was  5105. 

In  1850,  it  was  4G51 ;  but  the  whole  population  in  the 

*  Accordinii  to  tlie  United  States  census,  1S50,  Norwalk,  ( ).,  luis  31o9 
inhabitants,  541  laniilics  523  (l%velllnqs. 

f  Viz.,  FairtieKl,  Farmington,  irartf.-n],  >[i.J.lIcto\ni,  New  Haven, 
Norwich,  StratforU,  Wallingtbrd,  and  AVooJliury. 
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original  township,  incliuliiiir  AVe^tpoi'.  and  wliat  was 
added  of  Stamford  to  New  Canar.n,  is  11,0C.8.  • 

In  1774,  tliere  were  0  Indian.s^^  remnants  uf  the  ohl 
stock,  resident  among  us;  and  as  it  may  serve  to-day,  to 
humble  us,  and  ])ei'liaj)s  to  temj^er  our  zeal  \\\\\\  cliarity, 
in  respect  of  our  Lrethivn,  in  otlier  States,  wlio  may  still 
be  in  the  same  condition,  thei'e  were  in  lS(j(),  41  slaves 
in  Norwalk;  in  b'^lo,  12;  in  18:^0,  2;  ])ut  none  a])]iear 
in  the  census  c»f  1810;  and  now  all  are  and  we  hope 
ever  will  be,  fi:ki\"' 

In  regard  to  jjnJJir  olacatlon^  it  must,  I  thiuk,  be  con- 
ceded, that  Xorwalk  is  not  entitled  to  distinction.  Of 
her  sons  who  have  graduated  at  some  college,  we  have 
ascertained  the  names  of  only  25  from  Nor\\alk,  proper; 
18  from  AVilton,  and  bS  from  New  Canaan.f  The  first 
gi'aduate  from  Xorwalk  was  Thomas  Fitcdi,  jun.,  1721, 
afterwards  Govei-nor.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
graduates  obtained  their  education  1)y  their  own  pei-son- 
al  efforts,  encouraged  and  aided  by  benevolent  and  Chris- 
tian friends:  one  reason, — ]»robably  the  main  one, — that 
no  more  have  l)een  pulilicly  educated  is,  the  powerful 
inducements  to  our  yomig  men  to  engage  in  mercantile, 
commercial  or  mechanical  j)ui'suits, — with  almost  a  certain 
prospect  of  com}»eteiice  ami  evrn  wealth.  To  the  City — 
the  great  emporium  of  trade  and  wealtli,  our  young  men 
have  eagerly  resorted.  Lik«/  an  overll(»\ving  stream,  emj>- 
tying  itself  into  an  oce:m,  thither  they  liave  flowed  from 
this  and  neighboring  towns,  and  have  found  full  scope 
for  their  enterprise  in  that  great  commercial  metropolis. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  iii. 

t  See  List  of  Graduates,  Appendix,  N...  iv. 
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of  H  of  t ' "  r  .,..,„„.< 

ords,    for  80  years,  tliere  .va.<  no  ,^.,.„,.,al  .i.-k,,,..  •  .„„] 

whole  own.    Out  of  the  tn.iu-l.,..],  con..ti,„  ,.f  l, 
^^e.,  there  died  not  one  person  fron,  Klr,  t„  K:;,' 
dumg  a  p   iod  of  fourteen  years.'-    of  twelve  D.aeo,,: 
of  the  first  Church,  whose  nan.es  are  pre.,.rv..,l,  ,l,e 
average  age,  at  the  time  of  decease,  was  74..;  xv,,.-  -uu] 
of  members  of  the  Chureh  at  the  settlement  of  li,.:  \u 
Swan  m  1807,  the  average  age,  at  deeease,  of  twenty: 
five,  taken  as  they  stand  on  the  record,  was  S-^  •  and  tl"u. 
-average  of  seventy.t^vo,  whose  age,  at  decease,  is  k„ou  „ 
was  ^4.8  years.t    The  widow  of  liev.  Thonaas  Uanford' 
died  12th  Sept.,  1730,  aged  100  years;  ^Irs.  Mmy 

Gregory,  widow  of  Jahez,  died  Oct.  28,  1830,  a  1  ]i»o 

years. 

The  town  is  also  remarkable  for  adiieriug  to,  an.l  sus- 
tainiiig,  its  citizens  in  opke.  Their  "stead\-  habits  "  in 
this  respect  cannot,  I  think,  sutler  in  eonip,ui-.m  nitli 
any  other  town  in  the  State.  One  might  suj.|,..m.  that 
office  was  a  kind  of  personal  commodity^  whi,  h  oiu-r  .,!,. 
tallied  no  one  could  take  away.  The  niodciii  idra  of 
rotation,  in  office''  was  very  far  from  the  thought  and 

*  MSS.  of  Rov.  Moses  Dickinson,  in  Tninil..  Ili-^t. 
t  See  List  of  Members,  izQ.,  lati-lj-  j.ublijlicii. 
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practice  of  onr  fatlieis.-  Of  Deputies  Representatives 
to  tlie  General  Assembly, 

RiCHAnD  OL:\rsTi:D,  tlie  i\r<r  cliosen,  at  tlie  [May  or  Octo- 
ber session,  or  both,  was  Deputy       .       14  years. 
Matthew  Ca.mi'fieli)       .       .       .       .  13 

Walter  IIoyt  11 

John  Gregory,  sen.         .       .       .       .  IG 

Daotel  Kello(;g  8 

Jon:N-  Bo^^Tox,  sen  13 

John  Plait  ]1 

Samuel  Hayes  15 

S^V3rUEL  IlANFOnT)     .        .        .        .        .  13 

s.uiuel  comstock  10 

James  Lock  wood  18 

SA3irEL  Fitch  .       .       .       .       .       .  16 

Thomas  Fitch,  jun.,  or  Col  14 

But  to  cap  the  climax,  and  to  show  an  example  of  con- 
fidence in  a  R»'presentalive,  that  probably  never  will  be, 
if  it  ever  has  been,  surj)assed,  we  have  the  record,  that 
the  "  Worshi}>l\ir'  JosErir  Plait,  Esq.  was,  during  a 
period  of  05  yeais,  it.  from  1705  to  1770,  lve])resentative 
Jlfh/  yoir-s- ! 

In  later  tinu"s,  or  since  the  revolution,  •  •. 

Samuel  C.  Sillimax  was  lve])resentative  15  yeai*s. 

Jabez  Gregory    7 

Bexjamix  Isaa(^  13*" 

Of  Town  Clerks,  we  have  the  names  of  kii  only, — pre- 
cedincT  the  ])resent  incumbent, — whose  average  period  of 
service,  was  10  year-.  Of  these,  James  Olmsteatl  served 
in  the  office,  from  107s  to  IToT,  Jl>  years;  and  Samuel 
Grumman  from  1704  to  l^f  b  a  period  uf  4(i  years.f 
*  Appendix,  No.  v.  t  Appendix,  No.  v. 
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Fathers  and  Lretlircn— atscuiKi-mts  of  tlie  ongiiuil 
stock— and  citizens  of  every  naui<' :  in  rcvicwinfr  (»ur  liis- 
torythrougli  a  period  of  two  InuKlicd  years,  there  ap- 
pears a  Lriglit  galaxy  of  useful  and  li(»nored  ujiiues,  whicli 
it  cannot  be  deemed  invidious  to  our  ears,  to  m.-ution. 
As  to  tlie  general  eliaj'acter  of  tlie  ])eopl(',  tlirv  have, 
from  the  first,  evinced  their  oriirin  as  the  true  Puritan 
stock,  maintaining  the  "  steady  hal)its' whieli  eliarai  ter- 
ize  theii'  fello^^'-citizens  of  the  State. 

But,  to  be  more  })articular,  Tjiomas  Fnvn  i-,  and  ever 
"will  be,  an  honored  name  in  our  lilstory.  TJie  lir>t  of  the 
name  was  born  in  l^ocking,  Essex  county,  in  Jjiirhuid, 
and  came  to  tliis  country  in  1(338.  lie  was  a  man  of 
piety,  prudence,  of  soimd  judgment,  a  ])eace-maker ;  and 
possessing  a  larger  estate  than  any  other  setth.-r,  was 
soon  looked  up  to  as  a  leader  and  fatlier  in  all  town 
afiairs.  Thomas  Fitch,  jun.,  who  died  in  1731,  and  who 
fii'st  appeal's  in  the  list  of  estates,  1009,  inherited  his 
fathers  virtues,  and  held  many  important  ollices  in  tlie 
gift  of  the  town.  The  third  Tliomas,  grandson  of  the 
originid  settler,  was  the  Governor.  lie  seems,  at  fust, 
after  his  graduation.  1721,  to  have  studied  di\  inity,  and 
to  have  been  licensed  to  preach.*  But  afterward-,  lie 
became  eminent  in  civil  life — was  Lieutenant-(u>\  ernor, 
Chief- Justice  of  the  Colony,  and  Governor  from  17. VI  to 
lYGO.  His  epitaph  is  yet  legildc  on  his  t(»mb-t..nc: 
"Eminent  and  distinguished  among  mortal.-,  f>r  great 
abilities,  and  a  ^^rtuous  character  ;  a  clear,  strong,  sedate 
mind;  and  an  accurate,  extensive  acquaintanrr  with  law 
and  ci\il  government ;  a  hap[.y  talent  of  luf-iding;  clo-e 

*  Hoc.  of  Xunvalk,  IT-Jtl,  f.  117. 
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application,  and  strict  fidelity  in  the  (^'scliarge  of  ini])nrt- 
ant  trusts,  no  less  tlian  for  his  ein])loynients,  l)y  the  voice 
of  tlie  people,  in  the  chief  ollices  of  state,  and  at  the  head 
of  the  colony.  Having  served  his  generation,  by  the  Avill 
of  God,  he  fell  aslec]),  July  IS,  A.I).  1Y74,  in  the  75tli 
year  of  his  age."  Col.  Thomas  Fitch,  son  of  the  gover- 
nor, was  a  zealous  ])atnc>t  during  the  revohition.  The 
name  of  Fitch  still  lives  in  the  annals  of  the  town.* 

EiciiAED  Olmstkad,  ueplicw  of  James,  Avho  was  "  one 
of  ]Mr.  Hookers  company,"  w;xs  eminent  for  his  varied 
talents  for  all  active  and  responsible  business.  lie  was, 
to  our  infant  settlement,  wluit  Capt.  jMiles  Standish  was 
to  the  Plymraith  colony;  a  brave,  prudent,  resolute  com- 
mander, iit  to  exercise  the  soldiers,  look  after  and  take 
care  of  the  Indians,  to  survey  and  settle  boundary  lines, 
adju-;t  coiiti'oversies  with  Fairfield  and  Stamford,  and  to 
represent  the  town  as  De})uty  in  the  General  Court,  llis 

*  In  all  the  Li<  >gra]>hicnl  notices  which  I  have  seen  of  Governor  Fitch, 
he  is  said  to  be  a  son  of  Tli<wiia<,  sen.,  tlie  origlndl  settler,  which  evi- 
dently i^  ft  mi^lake.  Tlie  governor,  Tliomas,  died  1774.  in  the  7r)th 
year  of  his  age  (not  7Sth,  as  is  said,  by  mistake,  in  Hall's  Ili.-torical 
Kecords).  lie  \va<,  therefore,  born  1099  ;  at  which  time,  if  living,  the 
/?r*^  Thomas  was  certainly  ''old,  and  well  stricken  in  years" — when  we 
shonld  not  expect  miracles,  as  in  the  case  of  Abraham.  The  second 
Tliomas,  or  Thumas,  jun.,  apju-ars  in  the  towTi  records,  as  having  f<jur 
children  in  1G72.  Tlie  Mm/  lli'-nias  aj-pears  in  the  town  records,  as 
Thomas  Fitch,  j>ni..  17:23,  two  y»  ars  afler  his  graduation  (when  he  nnist 
have  been  about  twenty-four  years  of  age),  and  "  by  major  vote  of  the 
town,  is  seated  in  the  pew  with  the  justices,  and  the  town  desires  that 
he  would  read  ye  psalme,  and  si  t  ye  luiu'  in  ye  time  of  publi.pjc  ser- 
vice." In  1726.  he  was  j»aid  "  thirty  shii lings  per  day,  for  two  days  and 
a  half  preaching."— /e^f.  A'or.,  pp.  02,  113,  117. 
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descendants  Lave  ever  borne  ^rustful  and  important 
offices  ill  this  town  and  in  AVilton. 

The  name  of  ]\Ia'itiik\v  ]\Iakvin',  sen.,  is  inscril)Otl  on 
ahmost  every  page  of  our  early  history.  He  was  n  Vnvi- 
tan  by  blood,  and  came  with  his  family  to  tliis  count ly, 
m  1G35.  Devout,  discreet,  calm,  sound  in  jiidLcnuMit,  lie 
gained  and  held  tlie  confidence  of  his  fdlow-cltizm^,  an.l 
discharged  for  them  nuxny  offices  of  civil  lite.  Long  may 
liii5  virtues  and  honors  live  in  his  numerous  descendants. 

Of  the  Bexedicts,  Thomas,  sen.,  born  in  J'^ngland, 
1617,  and  who  came  to  this  town  from  Jamaica,  Long 
Island,  about  1G65,  is  a  worthy  representative.  Ot'  lilm, 
it  is  recorded,  that  with  his  wife  he  walked  in  the  mld^t 
of  his  house,  ^ith  a  perfect  heart.  He  served  the  church 
in  the  office  of  deacon,  for  many  years  ;  and  at  his  deatli, 
in  a  good  old  age,  his  mantle  fell  on  two  of  his  si.>ns. 
The  savor  of  his  piety,  as  well  as  his  venerable  name,  lias 
been  transmitted  throniih  a  loni;  line  of  deacons  and 
other  godly  descendants,  to  the  seventh  generation. 

Of  the  tamily  of  Betts,  who  can  be  invidious  at  the 
name  of  Thaddeus,  the  elder,  the  skillful  physician,  dis- 
creet and  ardent  patriot;  or  of  the  younger,  comely  in 
person,  dignified  in  manners,  eminent  in  law;  honored 
as  Lieutenant-Governor,  twice  elected,  of  the  State,  and 
holding,  at  the  time  of  his  sudden  deceitse,  the  ofiicc  uf 
Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States."* 

Of  the  LocK^vooPS,  descendants  of  L]'liraim,t  the 

*  Hon.  Tliadilcus  Betts,  son  of  Willi.im  Maltby  Botts,  K-xj..  of  Nor- 
walk,  died  at  Washington  City,  April  7,  IS  IO,  aged  tlAy-two. 

f  Ephraim  Lockwou-.I,  an  early  settlor  in  Xurwaik,  wa^  proiKil)ly  sun 
of  Robert,  who  wa-s  made  froenian  of  Conncoticut,  looJ.  and  was  ap- 
pointed Serjeant  at  Fairfield,  May,  1Gj7. 
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Eev.  Samuel,  D.l).,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1T4:»;  a 
distinguislied  miui>ter  of  Audovei',  Connuctieut ;  a  bene- 
factor of  the  college,  by  the  contribution  of  one  inindrcd 
pounds  to\yards  completing  the  ])hilosopliieal  apparatus 
in  that  institution,  lb'  was  once  ollered  the  l^ivsidm^y 
of  Yale  College,  which  he  declined.  STKriiEN,  son  of 
Stephen,  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  father,  was  al>o  a 
graduate  of  Yale  in  1 807 — was  a  highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Xew  York  city,  and  an  elder  in  the  church  of 
Rev.  Dr.  S2')ring.  lie  came  to  a  sudden  and  mournful 
death,  in  the  la'imo  of  manhood,  by  the  bursting  of  the 
boiler  of  the  steamboat  Oliver  Ellsworth,  on  the  Sound, 
in  182Y. 

Of  men  eminent  in  professional  life,  we  claim  the 
Rev.  James  liU  HAiins,  U.D.,  late  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Auburn,  New  York,  born  in  the  parish 
of  New  Canaan;  Professor  Mosks  Stuatit,  the  vene- 
rable father  of  llelnew  literature  and  Greek  exegesis 
in  this  country,  a  descendant  of  l^obert  Stewait,  born 
in  the  pari-h  of  Wilton.  AVe  are  ]n\)ud  of  the  name 
of  GiiiXJOKV,  Fr.ANcis  IL,  a  brave  descendant  of  the 
original  settler,  Joini.  Entering  the  navy  in  early 
youth,  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  daring  ex])loits 
on  Lake  Ontario,  in  18U,  and  was  then  recommended 
by  Com.  Chaunccy  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  "  as  a  gallant  young  officer,  not  sur- 
passed by  any  <»f  his  grade,  in  zeal,  intelligence  and  in- 
trepidity." tlh'M,  he  has  rism  through  all  the 
grades  of  oiYwv  in  tli^  naxy,  to  the  rank  of  Commodore, 
whose  gall.'Uit  ^hip  i.ovv  bears  the  Hag  of  tlir  Union,  for 
the  protection  of  our  i:»^nuaerce  along  the  coa.-t  of  Alnca. 
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Never  will  we  blush  to  own  tlio  nnijic  of  Kktciiim,  (nj.t. 
Daniel,  who  fought  for  his  country,  ]>\  the  ^Idc  of  Scott, 
and  Miller,  and  Jessnj^ — the  Lravest  cf  tlic  ])i'ave— at 
Chippewa  and  Bridgewater,  who  died  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  at  Little  Hock,  in  Arkan-a<.  There  is  one 
fact  relating  to  Capt.  Ketchum,  not  generally  known. 
On  the  day  of  the  memorable  battle  of  l^ridge water, 
25th  July,  1814,  Capt.  Ketchum,  of  the  '2r>t]i  Infantry, 
imder  I\lajor  Jessup,  in  conversation  witli  one  of  liis 
brother  officers,  observed,  that  in  twenty-four  houi-s,  lie 
would  return  with  Gen.  Iiiall^  the  commander  of  tlie 
British  forces,  and  his  suite,  prisoners.  AMieii  the  two 
armies  were  in  close  and  deadly  conflict,  Ca})t.  Ketchum, 
in  the  evening,  with  a  small  company  of  men,  circum- 
vented the  British  army,  and  got  in  their  rear.  Gen. 
Kiall,  supposing  them  to  be  a  body  of  his  own  men,  or- 
dered them  to  charge  vjyon  the  enermj.  Capt.  Ketchum 
coolly  replied,  "  Sir,  I  receive  no  orders  from  you  ;  I 
command  here ;  please  to  dismount.''  Al'ter  a  sliglit  re- 
sistance, in  which  one  of  his  aids  was  killed.  Gen.  Kiall 
surrendered.  As  Ketchum  bore  his  royal  prisoners  to 
the  American  anny,  amid  a  blaze  of  fire,  the  event 
greatly  contributed  to  the  issue  and  glory  of  tlie  victory 
on  that  occasion. — [A7W  ^Vctll■>J  lluj.  Suv.  'jth^  1814.] 

Of  the  ministei-3  of  the  town,  some  of  whom  have  been 
eminent  in  their  profession,^'  and  all  of  them  well  edu- 
cated men,  I  cannot  be  denied  the  gratification,  thougli  it 

*  See  biographical  notices  in  riccortls  of  Norw;ilk,  .ind  address  l>y  Dr. 
Hall  at  laving  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  New  Congregation.-il  Ouir(  h, 
as  published  In  the  Xoncalk  Gazette,  July  26,  1S-4S  ;  an  address  well 
worthy  of  publication  iu  a  better  and  more  enduring  f.-rni.  ^ 
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may  Le  imputed  to  pai-tiality,  to  ].ay  a  filial  and  i:r:it.'ful 
trilnite  to  the  memory  of  one  wIk^sc  name  and  iniaL,a'  will 
Le  among  tlie  last  to  fade  frum  llie  niin<ls  and  lu*arts  of 
those  who  knew  hhu.  I  seem,  even  now,  to  Lcliold  his 
tall,  erect,  spare,  yet  manly  form,  j):i<>ing  Lcforr  me;  1 
look  on  his  intelligent,  serious,  yet  ])leasing  face ;  I  see 
him,  as  wont  on  the  SaLl)at]i,  walking  v.ith  slow  and 
thoughtful  step  along  the  aisle  of  the  chuivh,  hi^  minis- 
terial cloak  aromid  him,  and  ascend  the  pul])it  staijs.  I 
see  him  take  up  the  large  folio  Bible,  and  lay  it  o])en  un 
the  desk  before  him  ;  and  hear  his  voice,  in  solemn, 
earnest  prayer.  AVho,  that  ever  heard,  can  forget  hU 
preaching — the  varied,  expressive  tones  of  his  voice — his 
descriptive  gestures — the  perspicuity  of  his  thoughts — 
the  logic  of  his  argument — the  scriptural  demonstration 
r  of  Ills  doctrine — his  apt  illustrations  and  anecd<jte,  and 
especially  that  emphatic,  "  Thus  saith  the  LonV  ?  AVho 
does  not  remember  the  smile  that  played  on  his  fiice,  as 
lie  gave  utterance  to  some  new  and  ha])])y  thought  that 
at  the  moment  flashed  in  his  eye  I  AVhat  youth  will 
ever  forget  the  impressions  which  his  heart  mu.-t  often 
have  felt,  under  the  appeals  of  that  beloved  piistor,  when 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  the  gallery,  and  surveying  the 
young  on  each  side,  aflectionately  warned,  and  in\nted 
them  to  the  Savior?  Or  who  forget  the  terror  uf  that 
h»<'k%  when  he  paused  in  his  sermon,  and  turned  hi-  dark, 
full  eyes,  upon  some  ''unciviF  lads,  whose  noise  dis- 
turbed him?  Faithful  man  of  God!  I  venerate  his 
m«  iiiory  and  name,  as  I  used  to  do  his  ])erson.  He  wa^, 
1''  UiJ- — to  othei*s,  whom  I  behold  around  me— a  Iriend, 
a  p^n-y,  a  father!    At  his  death,  there  was  ^,or^i•w  and 
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mourning;  I  remember  tlie  imwvii^  scone;*  liow  many 
of  the  peoi)le  wept,  as  they  i)a.»se(l  ruiiiid  tlic  culUn— 
placed  in  tlie  front-yard  of  tlie  i)arsonage— and  tcuk 
their  farewell  look  and  leave  of  liis  mortal  remains. 
How  sad  and  solemn  was  the  procession,  tlie  cnly  oxk 
of  the  bearers  that  survives  is  a  witness  tu-day.-f-  I  lis 
funeral  discourse  was  preached  ])y  tlie  Ucv.  J)r.  Il.  u  itt, 
then  of  Fairfield,  from  Isa.  51 :  G.  ]>ut  his  recurd  'is  on 
high.  Peace — peace  to  liis  memory !  Long  will  tlie 
name  of  Kev.  Eoswell  KandallSwax  live  in  tlie  hearts 
and  recollections  of  this  people.  J 

I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned,  if  after  an  absence  mn^t  of 
the  time  from  my  native  town,  for  more  than  ihiriy 
years,  I  here  indulge  in  some  reminiscences  of  my  chlUl- 
hood  and  youth,  that  gush  fresh  from  the  fountains  of 
memory,  and  almost  demand  utterance.     In  the  first 

*  The  writer,  then  a  member  of  Yale  Colleire,  obtained  leave  vf  ab 
sence,  on  purpose  to  attend  his  funeral,  the  distaiiee  behig  thirty-i-no 
miles. 

f  Rev.  S}/lva)ius  Ilaight,  then  minister  of  Wilton,  now  in  the  73d 
year  of  his  age,  and  preaching  as  a  supply  to  the  Congregational  Ciiureh 
in  South  Norwalk,  or  "  Old  Well." 

J  In  the  latter  part  of  his  ministry,  Mr.  Swan  was  oceasion.illy  very 
unwell.  On  the  Sabbath,  he  often  apologized  at  the  beginning  of  his 
sermon,  saying,  that  he  hardly  felt  able  to  proceed  ;  but,  yet  then,  usu- 
ally  preaclied  with  more  than  ordinary  earnestness  :  henee,  one  of  his 
hearers  remarked,  "  That  he  ahraus  Ukcd  best  to  hear  the  parson  preach, 
just  before  he  was  going  to  die:'  Mr.  Swan  r;uvly  wrote  his  sermons  in 
full,  but  only  sketched  his  plan,  and  leading  thou-hts;  s«..nic  of  his  most 
happy  etTorts  were  extemporaneous.  His  new  thoughts  illuminated  his 
face  in  a  wonderful  manner.  He  di.il,  of  coiisumptiuu,  i>Jd  March, 
1819,  aged  forty. 
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quaii^er  of  this  ceutnrv,  tlieiv  wero.  luaiiy  aiu  imt  mm 
living  in  tlie  town,  to  wlioni,  in  our  clilldlK....!,  we  w.mv 
reqnired,  and  accu>tonn'(l  to  make  obeLsanco,  and  whose 
bald  beads  and  lioary  locks  were  always  ol)jc*cts  of  ])ro- 
fomid  reverence.  On  the  west  side  of  the  rivcj-,  was  a 
continuous  line  of  them,  reaching  from  El)ene/..  r  PhiUlps' 
to  Walter  Iloyt's,  at  the  foot  of  rw.)oton  1  lill.  ^J1iey  were 
all  rei^pectable,  and  most  of  tliom  .irodly  men,  wlio,  were 
they  now  alive,  would  be  one  hundred  years  old,  and  uj)- 
wards*  Mr.  I^Jnlli])s,  himself,  was  a  good  s])ccimrn  of 
old  Puritan  simplicity  and  godliness.  He  was  of  the  llfth 
generation,  from  Eev.  Geoi-ge  Phillips,  who  cam*'  to  this 
country  with  Iloger  Ludlow,  Esq.,  IGoO,  and  wIk^  was 
eminent  among  the  ministers  of  the  Massachusetts  colony. 
Deacon,  often  called  Lef tenant  1  Raymond,  a  descendant, 
rit  is  believed,  of  liichard  Kaymond  (who  wns  a  member 
of  the  clinrch,  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and  freeman, 
1634),  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  copiousness  in 
prayer ;  he  seeming,  to  young  people  at  least,  at  an  even- 
ing conference,  literally  to  fuliill  the  a]K>stolie  precept, 
to  pi'i^y  without  ceasing."  Among  the  men  whose 
image  is  impressed  on  my  memory,  were  two,  totally 
imlike  each  other,  and  ditVerent  from  the  old  stock,  al- 
ready referred  to.  The  one  was  Elder  Lt  vi  J^ih  f/ian, 
the  first  ellicient  ])reacher  of  the  ]3aptist  principles  in 
town.    Grave,  solemn,  deliberate  in  speech,  ])ersevering 

*  At  decease,  Ebenozor  Pliilllfs,  7G ;  James  Seymour,  son.,  ; 
Nathaniel  Benedict,  i=oii.,  s9  ;  I.cinm  l  Crooks,  sen.,  73  ;  Cnpt.  I'riah 
Raymond,  77;  Deac.n  Natliani.  l  Kaymond,  SS ;  Caj-taiii  William 
Seymour,  86;  Captain  IT./Lkiah  Haymond,  sen.,  82;  William  Houton, 
79  ;  Thomas  Hoyt,  —  ;  ^Va!t..r  Il-yt,  70. 
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and  untiring  in  liis  laLors,  lie  iinprc^  <*.!  all  with  a  CMUvic- 
tion  of  his  sincerity  and  sanctity.  Livijiir  ntid  lal.-uinc. 
on  a  farm  near  lluotoii,  ho  perfoniKMl  a  \verkl\  t..iir  I'm 
preaching  to  remote  districts  of  the  tow  n,  ,,fi.'!i  as  f.n-  as 
AVilton,  and  sowed  everywhere  the  se(<ls  wlii.-li  liavr 
since,  as  I  am  told,  ripened  into  a  harvest.  'J1n*  nih«*r 
was  AhaJoni  Day^  of  spare  and  fi-airih'  t<»i'ni,  of  s|.i  i<_rlitlv 
temper,  easily  kindled  by  ndiiripn  int(»  an  cntlni'^ia-tic 
flame.  His  voice,  of  a  still  eveniiiLr,  eould  he  h- aid,  in 
exhortation  and  prayer,  a  half  a  milr.  His  zeal  kn.  w  no 
abatement.  He  worked,  and  exhorted,  and  ]»rayrd,  all 
seemingly  with  the  same  ardor  and  success.  "  Dlli-jfent 
in  business,  fervent  hi  spirit."  The  chief  founder  of  the 
extensive  pottery  manufacture,  he  increased  in  worldly 
substance;  the  patron  and  preacher  of  the  ^Iethudi>t 
doctrine,  he,  more  than  all  others  together,  laid  tin*  f  )un- 
'  dations  of  that  society's  prosperity.  These  name-,  T  ne-n- 
tionwith  respect,  as  their  influence  still  lives,  and  as  tliey 
sliould,  and  will,  go  down  to  future  generation-. 

It  was  then,  almost  the  universal  custom,  for  ehiMrfU 
and  youth  to  go  on  foot  to  meeting,  from  every  }>art  of 
the  town.  Carriages  were  not  common — elderly  pec»ple — 
husband  and  wdfe — usually  rode  together  on  horseback, 
the  wife  sitting  on  a  pillion,  with  her  right  armalx'ut  lier 
husband;  brothers  and  sisters  sometimes  rode  fr^m  re- 
mote districts,  in  the  same  way;  and  I  have  ot'tm  >eeii 
two  young  ladies  mounted  together  on  a  gay  ]i<»rse, 
riding  in  a  brisk  trot  or  canter,  on  their  return  frum 
meeting.  The  elder  :\Iiss  Pliebe  Comstock,  for  seventy 
years  a  professed  follower  of  Chri-t,  A^  ho  died  at  tlie  age 
of  eighty-five,  used  to  ride  four  miles  on  h<a-ei>aek,  at 
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all  seasons,  and  all  weatliers,  alway-  ojcupying  tlu-  -ame 
seat  in  tlie  meetiug-liouse  ;  whidi  ciivuiustance  imliK-cl 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Swan,  at  lier  fimcrnl,  to  prcaeli  from  tin- 
text,  "  Those  that  he  planted  la  the  hua-^e  of  the  LonJ, 
shall  fiouvlsh  ill  the  courts  of  our  GwlP  Vs,  02  :  l.'^. 
Previous  to  181G,  tliere  were  no  Sal)l)atli  schools  in 
town.  The  Assembly  s  Shorter  Catechism  was  commonly 
taught  by  Christian  parents  at  home,  ami  iTcitt.-il  on  tlie 
Sabbath,  after  meeting.  It  was  also  tauglit  in  all  tlir 
District  schools,  till  about  the  year  1810,  a\  hen,  on  ac- 
count of  cliveivity  of  sentiments,  it  was  laid  aside.  Stoves 
were  not  then  in  use,  for  warming  meeting-houses,  except 
small  foot--toves,  which  some  families  earned  for  their 
own  comfoi-t. 

In  my  boyhood,  all  the  children  at  school  were  re- 
quired by  the  teacher,  "  to  make  their  mannei*s,"  as  it 
was  called,  to  old  people,  and  strangers,  whom  they  met. 
A  mail  stage  then  run  daily  between  Jsew  York  city  and 
Norwalk,  which  commoidy  jnissed  the  school  hou.-e  on 
"  Flax  Hill,'' about  four  o'clock  V.  ]M.,  the  aj^proacli  of 
which  Avas  announced  by  the  Idowiug  of  a  horn.  The 
children,  then  ju<t  released  from  school,  would  arrange 
themselves  in  lines,  and  salute  the  ])assengers  in  the 
8tagc,  with  "their  manners,''  for  wliich,  very  often,  we 
would  receive  a  llattering  word — as  "good  children" — 
and  sometimes  a  cent  or  two  would  l>e  thrown  out,  wliieh 
added  much,  of  course,  to  the  interest  of  the  occa>i.»n. 

Fathers  and  brethren:  the  fiivt  settler^  and  their  <le- 
scendantsot  the  first  and  second,  the  third  :in.l  fourth 
veneration?,  were  a  hardy,  resolute,  enterprising  and  vir- 


HISTORICAL  DISCOURSE.  07 

tnoiis  race.    Tlieir  sutr.rlnn.  an.I  saoiiJices 

were  tlie  price  of  tlie  lieritagv  Mhlch  ^vr  nu^v  possos.s. 
Contrast  then,  to-day,  tlie  coiKlitluii  (,!'  tlir  little  han.l  ..f 
tliij'ty,  Liiilding  tlioii-  log-houses  at  Old  l-mt  P..iiit,  ulth 
tliat  of  the  more  than  ten  tliousand  in]ial)itaiit.s  who  ii-nv 
cover  the  ground  which  tlieir  settlement  coiuprised  ;  con- 
trast their  small  rude  meetiiig-h(ni>e,  with  the  commo- 
dious and  elegant  temples  wliieli  now  a<lorn  our  town; 
contrast  their  "wQderness"  state,  with  the  iranl.-n^  and 
cultivated  fields — a  paradise  of  l)eauty — A\hleh  evrrv- 
where  meet  our  eyes ;  contrast  their  of  otates  and 
accommodations,"  amounting  to  £2,300,  with  the  valu- 
ation of  -your  real  and  personal  estates  in  l.s.'.<)  at 
1,362,198  dollars;  contrast  their  fears  of  Indians,  tli.  lr 
distresses,  exposures  and  los:^es  in  the  seven  years'  war  lor 
Civil  Libeity,  with  the  joy  and  freedom  and  independ- 
ence of  this  day !  Contrast  their  means  of  travel  and 
trade  with  the  steam-vessels,  and  railways,  and  lightniui;- 
telegraphs,  which  facilitate  your  intercourse  with  plaets 
near  and  remote.  Contrast  their  schools,  one  "  u])  tow  n," 
one  "down  town,"  and  one  '^over  the  I'iver,"  with  tlw 
convenient  arram^einents  of  school  houses  and  school 
districts,  and  academies,  whieh  atYord  the  means  of  a  gen- 
erous education  to  all  the  children  and  youth  of  your 
population;  and  as  you  pursue  the  contract,  Lt  your 
hearts  ascend  in  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  to  Ood. 

The  generations  that  have  preceded  u^,  the  j.a.^t  tw.) 
hundred  years,  repose  in  the  i)laces  of  the  (h-ad.  ^^  e 
tear  their  names  and  inherit  tlieir  pos<essir)iH.  T.et  u<, 
ere  we  separate,  pledge  ourselves  to  cherish  tln  ir  vinues, 
and  transmit  the  precious  inheritance  we  have  received 
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to  tlioso  tliat  sliall  couie  after  us.  Under  circunistanocs 
like  these  Tve  sliall  never  re-asseniMe.  Those  of  us  from 
abroad  will  retui'u  after  the  fe-tlvlties  of  tlie  day,  to  our 
distant  homes :  but  our  lieai  t-^  will  Hii-j-cr  Irtc  in  sweet 
recolleetions  of  the  \yA<i  and  <.f  the  ])ivsent; — llvincr,  we 
shall  wish  to  see  the  home  of  our  ehildhood  a<jrain  and 
again;  dying,  we  shall  leave  in  cliarge  to  our  eliildreii 
not  to.  forget  tlieir  fatliers  l)ii'th-phice.  Il;i\inLr  ex- 
changed our  mutual  congratulations,  renewed  our  youtli- 
ful  acquaintances,  refreshed  our  minds  with  li^i'j'V  n-m- 
iniscences,  we  must  soon  ai^ain  Lid  one  anotlirr  an 
jiffectionate,  and  to  many  a  fmal  adieu.  In  fifty  years 
more,  most  of  us ;  in  an  hundred  all  of  us,  will  he  num- 
bered with  the  dead.  Let  it  l)e  our  liiirh  aim  and 
endeavor,  in  our  several  ways  of  duty,  to  serve  God 
and  our  generation. 

"Tlie  Lord  bless  us  and  keep  us;  the  Lord  make  his 
face  to  shine  upon  ns,  and  be  gracious  unto  us ;  the 
L<3rd  lift  u])  his  countenance  u2)on  us  and  give  us  peace/' 
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For  much  of  the  information  contained  in  tlie  following,'  notices,!  inn  ind.bt.-d 
to  the  kindness  of  Hon.  James  Savage,  of  Boston,  President  uf  the  .Ma^s:lo!m. 
setts  Historical  Society.  The  articlt  s  wiiieh  are  e.xrhi.-^ivi  ly  uiy  own,  are  distin- 
guished by  [  ]. 

The  First  Settlers  of  NonraU:. 

1.  Abbitt,  GeofwOe. — The  naiiic  of  George  Ahljott  is  first  fouinl  in 

the  Colony  records  of  Connecticut,  1G40,  thi-.n  a  youth,  servant  to  , 

of  Wiii'lsor.  lie  was  fined  five  pounds  for  sellini^  "  a  pystull  and  pow- 
der to  the  Indians,  and  to  be  bound  to  Iiis  good  behavior."  lie  pr«.»b.A- 
bly  came  from  Dorchester  with  his  master.  [lie  .«:eems  not  to  have 
been  connected  with  the  Abott's  of  tlie  same  name,  of  Andovcr,  Massa- 
chusetts.] 

2.  Beacham,  IiOBERT,  or  Beauchamp,  as  in  England,  the  name  of  tliat 
sound  was  always  written,  was  at  Ipswich,  Massadiusctts,  IG  IS.  [In 
March,  1658,  "The  Court  of  Connecticut  grants  liberty  to  tlie  jicrs«»iis 
that  cohabit  at  Bankside  (a  place  betwcne  Fairfield  towne  and  N"r- 
walke),  to  take  in  as  a  cohabitant  M'ith  them,  nol>ert  licaeliam. 
lately  lived  at  Norwalke."  He  was  made  tree-man  of  Fairfield,  IGt!  l.J — 
Col  Etc. 

3.  l?ECKwiTH,  Stephen,  was  probably  that  youth,  S.  B.,  of  c-K-vi  n 
years  old,  brouL^ht  l)y  Kichard  Pepper  in  the  Francis,  t'vom  Ii^wuh, 
Suffolk  county,  England,  1C34.  [Ilis  name  appears  in  Col.  E»  c.  Con- 
necticut,  1649,  when  he  must  have  been  twenty-six  years  old.] 

4.  Bov.TON,  John. — ["Jo.  Bowton"  came  to'this  country  in  tlu'  Assu-  ^> 
ranee,  of  London,  Isaac  Bromwell,  master,  1G35,  aged  twenty  viMrs. 

He  probably  went  with  the  Connecticut  colony,  the  same  year,  to  Hart- 
ford,  where  "he  married  his  first  wife,  and  had  at  least  one  child;  ih.  luc 
he  went  to  Nonvalk,  1651.  In  ICoG^k:  married  Abigail,  tlaughter  of 
Matthew  Marvin,  sen.,  by  whom  he  had  five  children  :  viz.,  John, 
IMatthew,  Pvaehel,  Abigail  and  Mary.  John  remained  in  Nor\valk ; 
Mattiiew  settled  in  Danbury,  whence  sprung  the  JJou^hfons  of  ^tliat  ■ 
place  and  elsewhere.  John  Bowton,  sen.,  was  made  treeman,  IbG  l ; 
was  deputv  froiu  Norwalk,  1G71  to  1GS5,  selectman,  Sic.—Sre  Auantt 
JlisL  liec'of  Xonvalk;  Xciv  Eng.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Jicj-,  J'^n.,  LSjI,  and 
Appendix  Xo.  V.]  \  ^ 

5  C-VMrriELis  Matthew,  is  first  heard  ot  at  Now  Ilaven,  1G4G,  but 
that  was  eilzht  years  after  the  fir.^t  ^ettler^  (alnn.<i  all  Lond...ners)  went 
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there,  prathu  Camphilo.  of  XorNva.  k,  ^vas  nia-L  free,  ICo  l ;  was  d.-pu- 
ty,  1054;  1656,  appointoa  avM>taMt ;  165s,  ItiG.'i,  piitv  ;  166  I,  dcjuil v 
and  commissioner.  He  removed  to  Newark,  New*  Jersev.  about 
1669.]— i^^T.  Xor.  ;  C»l.  Rrc. 

6.  Eli,  or  Ely,  Nathanikl,  "  was,  in  16;3J,  of  Camhri.lge,  Massarhu- 
setts,  freeman  at  General  Curt,  6th  May,  16;l') ;  removed  next  vear  to 
Hartford,  and  in  less  than  twenty  years,  to  Norwalk."  [(.'oiiMaMe  at 
Hartford,  1639  ;  juror,  KMM,  1645,  *164y  ;  one  of  a  committee  to  bound 
out  Indian  lands  at  Goldi  ii  Hill,  1659  ;  deputy,  1656.] 

7.  [Fitch,  Thomas,  was  brother  of  Joseph,  of  Windsor,  and  licv. 
James  Fitch,  of  Sayhrook  and  Norwich,  came  to  this  country  163S, 
from  Bocking,  in  E^sex,  Enirland.  James  was  })orn  24th  December, 
1622  ;  if  we  suj'pose  that  Tliomas  was  a  i/otnif/er  brother,  he  niay  have 
been  about  fourteen  years  old  when  he  arrived  hi  this  country,  and 
twenty-seven  when  he  settled  in  Norwalk.  lie  was  made  fri'i-man, 
1657;  was  conmiittee,  with  others,  to  bound  out  Gdden  Hill.  165'.>; 
townsman  of  Norwalk,  1654;  clerk  of  the  trained  })and,  and  reeonier  of 
lands,  1656;  and  as  lon^  as  he  lived,  a  leading,  useful  man,  and  the 
richest  in  the  settlement.] 

8.  Gkkgorv,  John. — [When  he  came  to  this  country,  or  whence,  is 
not  known,  llie  name  KUzapliatt  Grvgonj  is  f«»inul  at  "\Vind--or.  16-11  ; 
and  the  name  is  connected  with  the  Giiujs'  family,  as  Gyles  (iibl)s  had 
a  son,  Greixory  (iibbs;  al<o  Samuel,  Benjamin  and  Jacob.  The  will  of 
Gyles  Gibbs,  in  whicii  he  irives  to  "  Elizaphatt  Greiiory  ten  bushels  of 
corne,  in  case  hei-  dischariie  the  debt  to  ^Ir.  lluit,"  was  witm-ssed  by 
John  Warhnin  and  Ephraim  Iluit.  John  Gre^^^ory  was  deputy  from 
Norwalk.  1659,  '62,  '63.]— Co/.  Rcc. 

9.  Halks,  Samuel  ;  \ 

10.  Halks.  Thomas,  \  brothers,  as  is  said,  with  reasonable  jtrcsump- 
tion  were  at  Hart t<»rd  bi  tbrc  Norwalk.  Samuel  was  on  a  jury,  1643 
and  1647,  '48;  deputy  from  Norwalk,  in  1657  and  1660.  Thomas  was 
member  of  the  chun  h  in  Koxbury,  Massachusetts,  as  appears  from  the 
following  record  :  '^Thomas  Hale,  a  single  man,  he  lived  but  a  short 
time  with  n>,  but  he  removed  to  Hartford,  on  Conecticott,  where  (k-d 
blessed  him  with  a  gov.d  measure  of  increase  of  grace  ;  he  at'tervvards 
returned  and  marryed  Jane  Lord,  one  of  our  members,  about  the 
twelfth  month,  1639,  and  th.-  next  Spring,  returned  to  Conecticott. 
*■    *    He  must  have  come  to  this  country  as  early  a-^  1633." 

11  H\iTE  AValtkii,  probably  son  of  Simon,  of  Windsor,  [appointed 
"  sen'^eant "  1659  ;  dcputv,  165S,  1659,  1661.]  'Mf  he  was  son  of 
Simon  hc'was  earlier  tlum  at.y  other  settler  of  Norwalk,  to  be  tbund  on 
our  side  of  the  ocean,  as  Sini.-iK  no  doubt,  of  Dorchester,  was  adnutted 
freeman  ISth  Alav.  1631,  s..  wr  may  cunfLlently  conclude  he  had  ar- 
rived  inSlav  preceding,  bv  th.'  Mary  and  Juhu,  with  Warham.  and  the 
body  of  his  hearers,  from  Dyvmshire.  But  the  spelling  is  improved,  or 
perverted  to  Hos  t,  or  from  it."'  c\-.  r.n.r. 

12.  HAiEsN:.TnANiKL.--N-thu,L'  c.>rtu-.n  ,snscerta.n..l.  ""•^^'"j 

13.  Hanford,  Thomas,  i:.v.-[Cotton  Mather  s.ays  Mr.  ll.mlord 
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was  one  of  the  class  of  ministers,  "who,  ik.*  liavin-  fmi^hcd  their  cdu. 
cation  at  homo,  came  over  here  tu  porhvl  it.  hi-lure  our  eoll.-;^'o  \\a.s 
come  to  maturity,  to  bestow  its  hiurels."  Ho  pn-hahlv  lini-hrd  his 
studies  witli  tlie  kv^rncd  Jiev.  Dr.  ('Iiarh-s  Chauiuvy,  <>{  sliiuate  (in  llic 
Plymouth  Culuuy),  who  was  the  H'coiid  l*re>id.  iil  <'»t"  Harvard  C'olU-^e  ; 
for,  in  lfj43,  tlie  name  of  Thomas  Hanford  stands  next  tu  that  of  Mr. 
Charles  Chauncoy,  of  Seituate,  in  "the  of  all  wi»n  are  ahlc  tu  bear 
arms,"  in  the  New  Plymouth  Colony.  The  same  year,  he  uitn.-sscd 
the  will  of  Edward  Foster,  of  Seituate  ;  was  ma-le  fVecman  in  Ma^si- 
chusetts,  22d  May,  IG.IO;  began  to  proaeli  in  Norwalk,  ir.fi^,  and  diid 
in  1C93.  If  we  suppose  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  a;ie  wlu-n  lie  wit- 
nessed the  will  of  iCdward  Foster,  he  ilnist  have  bt>»  u  about  SL-v.'tity. 
two  at  his  deatli. — X.  K  Jlisf.  aitd  Gen.  linj.  For  furllu-r  parlivulars, 
see  Pecords  of  Norwalk.  I  aiin-e  with  Hon.  Janu's  Sava-jjo,  in  tl.r  re- 
mark :  "  ^Tr.  Hanford  is  well  known  as  mini>t*T  of  Norwalk.  but  it  is 
a  great  shame  to  the  second  freneration,  that  so  little  is  told  of  him. "I 

14.  Homes,  PicuARD,  or  Holmes. — "If  Pichard  Hohuis,  of  Kowloy, 
1643,  were  his  fither,  he  prol)ably  was  born  hi  Vork>hire,  Knirkuul,  as 
all  the  early  settlers  of  Powley  were  from  the  })ari>h  of  that  naiiu-,  in 
old  England." 

15.  Keeileh,  Palpii,  [of  Hartford,  1G39. — His  nanic-  aj^pLar>  in 
Colonial  Pecords,  1647:  "Nicholas  Gynings,  for  a  nn>earidui'.  btaling 

of  a  cow  of  Ralfe  Keelers,'' is  fuied   .    Again,  in  10  IS,  "in  the 

action  of  slander  betwene  John  Webb,  plaintiff,  and  llalph  Keeler, 
defendant,  the  jury  finds  fur  the  defendant."] 

16.  Keeiler,  Walter. — Mr.  Savage  says  :  "  I  doubt  Mu/Ur  U  alto- 
gether a  fictitious  person.    No  such  name  ever  occurs." 

17.  Kellogge,  Daniel. — [Neither  his  fir;?t  roidrnco,  nor  vh-  ii  he 
came  to  this  country,  is  known.  He  was  made  frt-emati  of  N<'r\salk, 
16G4.  NathanierKellock  is  mentioned  in  Col.  Juc.,  1«MH ;  and 
Joseph  Kelodg,  1G54,  as  both  of  Farmh)gton.] 

IS.  LuPTOX,  Thomas,  of  Norwalk,  was  made  fn  eirian,  If-tM. 

19.  ]N[arvin,  Matthew,  sen.,  [came  to  this  country,  U;3\  in  tli«'  In- 
crease, Iiobert  Lea.  master,  then  aaed  thirty-five  years,  juid  cailr.l 

Hubandman."  With  him  came  his  wife,  Eliziibetli,  31  yi-ars  ;  chil- 
dren, Matthew,  S;  ^^[arie,  6  ;  Sara,  3;  Hanna,  i  ;  oilier  cluldn-u  w.  rc 
bom  in  this  country.  He  was  of  Harttbrd  ;  an  owner  ot  n  al  .  .Mat.-, 
1639.  In  1649,  at \a  particular  Court.  24th  April,  "  Matthew  Marvin, 
plaintiir,  contra  Matthew  lleekwith,  drll-ndant,  in  an  action  ot  di  l.inui- 
tion,  damaircs  £50."  "The  defendant  makin-  his  publiek  pmitrnt  con- 
fession of  his  evil,  in  slanderinrr  the  said  plainliii;  was  romitt.  d  by  the 
Court  and  plaintill/ —  Co/.  7.Vc.— Was  d^i-uty  from  Norwalk,  and 
appointed  assistant  magistrate,  1659,  "freed  fn.ni  u..frh.nL:  ""'l^';')"- 
iuae  "  As  the  P.ecords  of  Norwalk  show,  he  was  alwavs  lu  ld  ni  h.-h 
esteem,  as  an  able,  upri-ht  and  useful  man.  He  wns  the  aneotor  o! 
Hon.  Charles  .Marvhi,  of  Wikon.  and  his  .lescendants  are  nunierou:i  and 
hif'hlv  respectable,  in  every  ]'art  of  the  country.]  ^ 

20.  Marvin',  ^fATTHEW,  jun.,  was  aged  tucnty-h.ur  year,  ^shcn  ho 
settled  at  Nonvalk. 
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21.  I^IoRE,  IsACKE,  [of  Fiirrniii^t.iH,  ItMO,  wrt«»  j>re<iontt'.l  to  th.'  ('...irt 
"for  sergeant,  as  chosen  l.v  tli.-  s.-uM-.-rs,  au.l  was  ai.j.nn-.Ml  l.v  il„' 
Court."    April  20tli,  loGf,,  '"thr  Court  frocs  Kaac  More  from  traii.MPr 
he  having  formerly  bin  cliief  otheer  of  the  Trainc  liand  of  rariuin^'. 
ton."— 6'o/.  lit'c]  ^ 

22.  Marsh,  JoNAinAN.— Notliing  certainly  known. 

23.  Morgan,  Wi.low.— Mr.  Savagi-  says:  "To  the  widow  M.-ruan, 
I  can  give  no  tenderness,  and  liavr  sojn(<  doubt  whetlier  she  b<-  i:  t  an 
impostor;  that  is,  tiiat  th.'  r.vord  was  mi^tak.ii,  by  Hall."  [Th.ir  the 
widow  -was  a  real  person,  who>v  name  is  ,,n  the  record,  the  writer  cm 
testify,  having  seen  it  with  iiis  own  rves.J 

24.  Olmsted,  liicnAKD,  [was  ntphcw  of  Jniaes^  "who  was  one  of  Mr. 
Hooker's  company,"  at  Cambridu'e  (th.  n  Ne\\ton)  who  came,  jTobaMy 
from  Braintree,  Essex  county,  in  England.  '"James  was  made  freeman 
of  Massachnsetts,  6th  Xovendu-r.  M3J;  went,  with  the  general  iie.ve- 
ment,  to  Hartford,  lt;3.');  lallu-r  <>f  Nicholas  and  Xehcmi.ih,  and 
uncle  of  liicl'.ard  and  John,  \\ho  probably  came  to  this  country  with 
their  uncle  James,"  no  mention  being  anywhere  made,  of  their  father. 
James,  at  his  decease,  left  an  estate,  inventoried  at  £397  I'Js.  -^d.,  in 
vrhich  were  "three  bii)les,  and  thret'  otlur  books."  By  his  will, the  chief 
of  his  estate  was  given  to  his  s<  >ns.  Imt  the  settlement  of  it  was  com- 
mitted very  much  to  his  executors,  lliehard  Wi  bb  aiuMVilliam  Words- 
worth.  They  "  mutually  agreed,  as  desirous  to  fulfd  that  wliich  wc  con- 
ceive to  be  the  mind  of  flie  lather,  to  add  to  those  beijueathed.  which 
are  specified,  these  legasi-s  f  .llowing:  That  is  to  say,  to  his  kynsman, 
Richard  Olmsted,  five  ]>ound,  arid  to  his  kynsman,  John  01m<tcad,  five 
pound,  *  *  *  an(i  unto  th--  C'huirh  of  Chri^t,  in  Hartford,  twenty 
pounds,  to  be  ]»aid  in  thr^  c  years  after  the  said  father's  decease."  See 
co'iv^  of  v'Ul,  Col.  jRcc.  pp.  -11''— I  IS.  liiriiard  Olrnstead  was  one  of  the 
petitioners  for  the  }>lantiiig  of  Norwalk,  16')0;  held  almost  every  kind 
of  office;  was  first  deputy  from  N'orwalk,  lGo3;  appointed  sergeant,  tlie 
same  year;  again  deputy,  in  in.'iS,  't!0.  'f.l,  'b2,  '»)3,  'G4,  ^q.  ;  leather 
sealer,  1650;  lieutenant  'in  I'^OO;  grand  juror,  161^0;  to  run  the  line 
between  Fairfield  and  Strattord,  IbtU,  Ccc— 5tr  Col  Rec,  aufi  Rec. 
Nor.  Richard  is  tlie  an-  .'-Jor  of  the  Olm^teads,  of  Wilton,  and  of 
Hawley  Olmstead,  K-.p,  «'f  N.  w  llav.  n.] 

25.  Richards,  Natuamki.,  "was  f  llow'-passenger  with  Olmstead," 
of  Mr.  Hookers  company,  at  CambridLTe,  \h:V2  \  admitted  freeman  of 
Massachusetts,  same  y.a'r;  went  to  iiartfoid,  1635  ;  [on  a  jury  at 
Hartford,  16  13,  M  l,  and  '  b-;  d»  puty  from  Xurwalk,  I05S;  an  influen. 
tial  and  useful  man.— AVr.  X-r.  ,  ,    i  r 

26.  RuscoE,  John, w:'.^  s..n  of  \\  illiam,  who,  with  wife  and  <  hil 
dren,* Celine,  1635,  in  the  In.  rease,  fellow-passengers  with  the  tribe  of 
Marvin  This  stock  was  transplanted  from  IVdlerieay,  in  K<se\,  Lng- 
land  "— (  Vol  S  p  *^5S;  of  third  strict  M'lss.  Hist.  Coll.)  [Williaui  /^f*- 
r..wasona*iun-at  ITaVtford.  1611. 'll;  had  eharge  of  pris. .neP.,  and 
house  of  correction,  16  17.  'll',  -aO.J-.S.-  tuL  hcc. 

27  and  2^.  Skn'sio.v.  Matthias,  .x^/j.,  and  j>n,.,  or  br.  Jons.— Ihc 
father  was  Jf  Dorchester  ;  admitted  freeman,  1«.31. 
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29.  Matthew  Sension.— -Mr.  Savago  sav"  "  Matthias  sen.  nn.l  jun 
ought  to  have  contLiitcd  Hall,  witliout  his  Vfclin-  huund  to  holU-No  in 
Matthew  also.    I  have  read  too  many  records  to  toK'rate  such  addition 
[yet  there  is  a  Matthein  Sension  at  J)orohester,  ir,37  (xvr  List  of  Lxh  ah  it- 
ants,  Aiipendlx  Dr.  Harris'  Discourse,  1S30),  and  Matthew  Sen^iun 
was  on  a  jury  at  Ilartlbrd,  1G43,  M4.] 

30.  Seamku.  Thomas. — His  origin,  and  first  residence,  unknown. 

31.  Weh,  ]\icHAiiD,  %vas  pruhably  of  '-Mr.  Hooker's  e<.nif.any;  9»-t- 
tled  at  Cambridge,  1632  ;  admitted  freeman,  samt-  vt-ar;  [on  th."  ^rand 
jury  at  Hartford,  1643;  on  jury,  1644  ;  "  ffor  not  apfM-.-irin;;  at 
Courte  seasonably  to  serve  on  the  jury,  2s.  Otl."  1  ).'P»>iid)cr.  ir.4'.» ;  was 
one  of  the  executors  of  the  M  ill  of  James  Olmstrad,  1640;  doputv  from 
Norwalk,  1655;  removed  to  Stamford,  and  ailmittod  Irecnum  of  the 
colony,  1662.]— Co/.  Rec.,  and  Mass.  Hist.  C<dl. 

Of  the  above  thirty-one  names,  it  will  appear,  on  comparison  M  iih  th.-" 
"table  of  original  grants  of  homedots"'  [Rcc.  Xor.,  pp.  22-20),  that 
only  nineteen  had  "homedots"  laid  out  to  them.  Mr.  Savage  says: 
"  Probably  a  portion  of  these  persons  called  fu-st  settlers,  wcri.-  never  at 
Norwalk,  except  to  look  out,  it  may  be,  lor  some  desirable  l<»ts,  as  in 
other  towns,  we  often  fuid  proprietors,  in  the  early  days,  living  else- 
where." For  ficts  respecting  others  besides  the  above,  mentioned  in 
the  Ancient  IJecords  of  Norwalk,  by  Kev.  Dr.  Hall,  pp.  lS-20.  but 
most  of  wdiom  undoubtedly  came  subsequent  to  1655,  or  even  1<;6.0,  I 
must  refer  the  reader  to  what  Dr.  Hall  ^ays,  in  the  Ancient  liecords. 
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The  Note  on  pp.  7-8  respocting  the  supposed  ancestors  of  Rev.  Ph.  U<  v. 
and  Gov.  Bi.ssell  demands  further  exannination.    The  conjecture  in  the  said  N.»:e  I 
have  not  been  able  to  verily.  The  Arinon. 


No. 

Signers  of  said  Petition^ 

John  Rich, 
Nathan  St.  John, 
Jabez  Gregory, 
Daniel  Betts,  jun., 
John  xVudott,  jun., 
Seth  AnnoTT, 
Daniel  Kichards, 
John  H  aw  lev, 
Alven  Hvatt, 
Myer  Myki;<, 
Abraham  Benedict, 
Samuel  Marvin, 


II.,  p.  42. 

copied  from  ITi/ihian^s  IL^t-'ry. 

Benjamin  Jacohs, 
Matthew  M.\kvin, 
Thomas  Fitch, 
Stephen  St.  dons,  2 J, 
Natilvniel  Benei>ict, 
TuAnDEis  Bi:tts, 
Davii)  Compto«  k, 
Samuel  Gkummon, 

OZIAS  >rAKVlN, 

Daniel  lU-SKnn  T, 
Stephkn  Kkklkk.  jun., 

John  Hanki'I-.i", 
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Isaiah  JklARvis, 
IIezekiah  IIanford, 
Jesse  Benedict, 
Nathaniel  Uavmond, 
Timothy  Whitney, 
Ebenezer  Lockwood, 
William  Taylor, 
Jonathan  Brown, 
Isaac  W^atiuen, 

ICHABOD  ^IaRVIN, 

Peter  St.  John, 
Aaron  Adams, 
Uriah  Smith, 
Daniel  Finch, 
Eliphalet  Lockwood, 
A.  C.  Jacobs, 
Abraham  Gregory, 
Eleazer  IIanford, 
Nathan  Adams. 
Nehemiah  Benedict, 
Asauel  Kaymond, 
'-Abraham  Scribner, 
Nehemiah  Grummon, 
Solomon  Simson, 


Matthew  Mal  oky, 
Thomas  Cumistock, 
Theoimhlis  Eitch, 
JosiAii  Taylok,  jun., 
A/.ok  Bkli^en, 

CHARLKS  I'ol'K, 
IvODKJtT  ^\'ATKKS, 

Haynks  Fitch, 
Daniel  Fitch, 
William  St.  John, 
.loHN  Evf.ksi.ey, 

Dan  1  EL    Hv  EKSLEY, 

Gekshom  IIvatt, 
Eli  Jvked, 
Jesse  liAVMOM), 
Clap  IJaymond, 
Benjamin  Wynkoop, 
Isaac  Lewis, 
John  ]Iyatt, 
Fountain  Smith, 
David  Whitney, 
Ebene/.kr  AN'hitney, 
Phineas  IIanford. 


No.  in.,  p.  51. 

Summary  of  tlic  Unifal  Stafts  Ct7i-^u6  of  Xoricalk^  1S50. 
population. 

Number  of  white  males         2,1S7  Dwelliiig-liou^cs      .  .774 

"     of  white  k'lnalrs  Families  

"     of  colored  males  39  Deaths,  1S50      ...  67 

"  "        femaK'S  33 


Total,  -1,G01 

valuation  of  E>TATE,  liEAL  AND  PERSONAL. 

Real  Estate  

Personal  Estate      .       .       .       •       •  • 

Total,  as  valued  by  Assessors  .  .  I'J^-^;';;*/^ 
True  valuation  

Newspapers,  2— political ;  eirculation,  1,500 

Schools,  District,  9;  pupils,  -185  ;  teaeliers,  10. 

Academy,  1. 
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Churches^  1st  Congrcfxational  will  scat  1000  p.t  -sons;  property,  $28,500 

2(1  Conj^roj^ational  will  sent  500  pcrsoiK. 

1  Baptist,  will  seat  COO  persons;  property,  $7,000. 

1  ]N[ctho(]ist,  will  seat  GOO  persons;  prop'  rty,  $3,000. 

1  Episcopalian,  will  scat  SOO  persons;  pr(.|.ertv,  $31,000. 
Paupers,  17;  eost  of  support,  $020. 

Average  monthly  waives  to  a  tarni-haml,  M ith  Itoard     .       .  $i:i 

"       to  a  day-laborer,  with  board  

"       to  a  day-laborer,  without  board  .... 
"      to  a  carpenter,  daily,  without  Itoard       ...  1 
"       weekly  wages  to  a  tl-male  domestic        ...  1 
Price  of  board  to  laboring  men,  per  week    ....  2 

Taxes. — Town  $1:S.^S  3.'),  ca>li. 

Highway   9M  17,  j>aid  in  1, 

State   70S  l2s,  cash. 


00 

37  i 
00 
2j 

ibor. 


PRODUCTIONS  OF  AGUICL'I-TUKE. 

Acres  of  improved  land       ,     "  ,  ,  .. 

"      Unimproved  land  

Cash  value  of  farms  ...... 

Value  of  farming  instruments  and  machinery 
Horses,  number  ...... 

Milch  cows  

AVorking  oxen  ....... 

Other  cattle  

Swine  ........ 

Sheep  ........ 

Value  of  live  stock  

Wheat  produced,  bushels  

Rye  " 

Lidian  corn "  "   

Oats  "   

Irish  potatoes  "   

Wool  lbs  

Buckwheat,  bushels  

Barley  "   

Value  of  orchard  products  

Butter,  lbs.  

Value  of  animals  slaughtered  .... 

VARIOUS  KINDS  OF  MANUFACTURES. 


Capital  invested 
Value  of  annual  product 


-1,002 
1  ,GSO 
$1S-2,195 
$r,,71*5 
128 
21S 
ll'G 
310 
378 
103 

$23,r.").j 

2.110 
1  .i>oO 
<»!')1»0 
10,17.3 
7,01.1 

-ni 

5S4 
58 
$123 
2  I,  U5 
$'";,55S 


$233.r.00 
$  I81»,10S 
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Furnished  bv  Tlvu  irv  o,. 


Thomas  Fitch,  G 
Thaddeus  Betts 
Samuel  Lockwood,  hi)' 

F-N^OCH  ITAXFOnD.  Yah/ 

Uiarles  .AFahvix 
Thaddeus  Betts  [ 
David  Hanford 
Ezra  Kellogg 
Stephen  Lockwood* 
Charles  W.  TAVLoii 

VV  ILLIAM  IIanfORD 

Jonathan  Knight 

Stephen  Saunders,  PrincJton,  >s 

v^eorge  :Marvin  . 

Nathaniel  Bouton  * 

Henry  Benedict     .  * 

Ebenezer  Church 

Charles  G.  Selleck 

Sam.  B.  S.  Bissell  .       [  \ 

Melancthon  JIovt  [ 

Benjamin  Lockwood  '. 

Franklin  Taylor  . 
Augustus  Sammis  . 
Charles  A.  I)o^vNs.  X.  V.'  Tnlv 
Frederick  St.  John  r.o(  kwuou  ' 

Orad uatc^frum  ^ I  "dt,  m . 
David  Lamdert,  Yale.  17^] 
David  Belden,  <](j.  17s,-, 
Matthew  ]\r A RviN,  do.  17s-, 
IMos es  St u a  w t,  ,  ] o.  1 7 1  > 0 
AVilliam  Belden,  do.  lsf):3 
Lewis  Bklden,  Nass.  Hall,  isil 
Charles  Belden,  do.  l.sio 
IlAWLEr  Olmsi-ead,  Yali'.  Isjr; 
Stephen  IIuhi!ell,  do.  Isjt; 
Charles  A.  ^Farvin,  do. 
S.  K.  IIukluutt,  do.  ls  i;3 
Charles  Jones,  do.    \>  v\ 

Edward  Olmstead,  dr).  \^\:^ 
Samuel  G.  Willard,  do.  iS  k; 
Koger  S.  Olmstead,  do.  Is  10 
Isaac  M.  Sturges,  Uui'Mi.  Is  1 7 
John  Betts,  Trinity.  Is  15 
Marvin  Belden,  do*  IS  19 

Number,  IS. 


J  ^'^T>  01  A'cv 


Clori^vijian. 


Cler;/\-man. 
l'iur."Y.  Cd. 
C. 


17J1 
1715 
1715 

ISDO 
180(j 

U.S.  Senator. 

ISO  7 
1S07 
]807 
1807 

isos 
isos 
IS14 
1S17 

1-^21  C. 
lS-22  C. 
lS2f3 

]SL>7  C. 
IS.'iO  C. 
1S30  C. 
1830  C. 
1813 
18-14 
1815  C. 
18-10 

Graduates  from  Xcw  Canaan. 

D  vNIKL  Smitw  \.Ar.  J-QJ 

1791 
1803 
1803 
1803 
1806 
180G 
180S 
1814 
182S 
1 828 
1828 
1S30 
1S31 
1>.M 
1835 
1836 
1837 


HL  Smith,  Yale. 


ipmai  kt  St.  John, 

J.  ^^^  Ki:llogg, 

MiNoT  Mitciikll, 

James  St.  John, 
James  Lockwood, 
Joseph  Sii.mman, 

^VILLI  VM  SilliMAN, 
Am/.I  iiLNKDKT, 

^^'M.  Cartkk, 

Smkhman  Fj.vuh, 
Ki.wi.N-  Stevens, 
I>Avn)  C.  Comstock, 

J.  Iv*.  l^VVF.KWEATIIER.  do. 

L.  S.  Benkdict,  do. 
SvMi  KL  St.  John-,  d,,. 
J(»>r\s  \\  .  Caktkk,  do. 
Wm.  C.  Avkk-,  d... 

Number,  IS. 


do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
ilo. 
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Rev.  James  Pviciiahdc.,  D.D.,  Prof,  ui  nicol.  Sem.,  at  Aul.um,  a 
native  of  New  CaiKian,  uas  not  a  regular  (^ra<luatc.  i>fr.  E.  Stfvfns 
a  IMissionary  of  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  (lie<rin  the  East  Indies.  Oftlic  Grad' 
uates  from  AMlton,  fivo  studka  'JTicology,  and  the  same  number  from 
Pmcw  Canaan. 


No.  V.J  p.  50. 

Representatives  to  Gcnerdl  Assemlhj  f rom  Xoricall'. 
Copied  by  AVm.  S.  Poutkk,  fn^in  tho  State  llocords  at  llartlord,  and 
fLirnit>hed  by  Joiix  A.  AVkku,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk  of  Nur\salk. 

Richard  Olmsted,         ir.o3;  Oct.  '.")  1,  ^^.  'r)S,  ().  '00.  M.  '»/J,  '03.  '0-1, 

0.  '65,  ^GG,  M.  "G7;'6S,  M.  'G9,  M.  *71,  M.  '7;'. 
Mr.  ]\[atthcw  Campfield,  ]\lay  1654,  M.  '55.  M.  '50,  M.  "57,  M.  ".'.s.  M. 

'69,  M.  'GO,  M.  'Gl,  'G2,  ().  '03,  '64,  '05,  '00. 
Matthew  Marvin,  ^lay  1054. 
Richnrd  Webb,  !^Iav  1G5G. 
Saimiel  Hales,*  1056,  '57,  '60. 
Nathaniel  Ely,  Oct.  1656. 
Isaac  jNIoore,  Oct.  1657. 
Nathaniel  Richards,  Oct.  165S. 

Walter  Hovt,  Oct.  165S,  '61,  '67,  0.  'OS,  M.  '70,  M.  '71,  M.  *72.  0.  '73, 

O.  '74,  M.  '76,  M.  '7S,  0.  SI. 
John  Gregory,  Oct.  1659,  0.  '62,  M.  '63,       '05,  O.  '07.  M.  ''^S.  '.'.9, 

O.  '70,  0.*'71,  M.  '74,  M.  '75,  0.  '77,  M.  '79,  O.  'SO,  M.  'M.  O.  '95. 
John  Douglas,  Oct.  10G9. 
Thomas  Benedict,  ]\Iay  1070,  ^l.  '75. 

Daniel  Kellocrir,  Oct.*  1070,  M.  '72,  0.  '74,0.  '75,  M.  '77.  (>.  '7'^.  M. 
'SO,  0.  'S3." 

John  Bowton,  Oct.  1671,  0.  '73.  M.  '71,  M.  '75,  O.  '70,  '77,  M.  "7-.  U. 

'79,  M.  'SO,  M.  'SI,  '82,  M.  'S3,  'S5. 
Nicholas  Hovt,  Oct.  1672. 
Mark  Sension,  Oct.  1672,0.  *7G,  0.  *7S,  'S4. 
Thomas  Fitch,  Tvlav  1673. 

John  Piatt,  Oct.  i07S,  0.  'SO,  0.  'SI,  'S2,  •S3,  'S4,  'S5,  'SO,  M.  91.  < ». 
'90  o  '94 

Samuel  llav'es.  May  1GS6,  'S7,  0.  *S9,  M.  '92,  '93,  M.  "9  1,  M.  '95,  M. 

'90,  '97,  '9S,  0.  '99,  M.  ISOO,  M.  '1,  O.  '2,  O.  '3. 
Christopher  Comstoc-k,  Oct.  IGSO,  M.  'S9,  M.  '90. 
Samuel  Smith,  May 
Edward  >ressen>rer,  .Mav  1091. 
John  Boldimr,  Oct.  1091,  May  1705. 
James  Olmsted,  Oct.  l(;9l.  O.  '92,  (>.  '93,  9'\ 
Thomas  Betts,  May  Pi92,  Oct.  '94,  1704,  O.  5,  M. 


*  When  no  nioulhs  are  specilied,  both  SesMons  are  included. 
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Samuel  Betts,  May  ir.93,  May  1710. 
Matthew  Marvin,  ^tlay  It^'J-l,  ''J7. 
Jakin  Gregory,  ^lay  i095. 

AndreM'  i\[essenger,  Oct.  IHOG,  0.  ISOO,  0.  '1,  M.  '2. 
John  Keeler,  Oct.  l(?JS, 

Samuel  Keeler,  Oct.  IbOl,  O.  '3,  M.  '4,       'f],  '9. 

Joseph  Piatt,  ^hiy  ITO.'),  O.  ().  '7,  O.  '8,  O.  '0,  M.  '10,  0.  '11,  O.  ^12, 
O.  '13,  O.  '14,  0.  'IG,  O.  '18,  'PJ,  O.  '20,  M.  '21,  O.  '22,  O.  '24,  O. 
'25,  O.  '26,  O.  '27,  '28,  O.  '2i),  (>.  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  O.  '34,  O.  '37, 
O.  '3S,  M.'39,  '45,  0.  '4G,  O.  '48,  '49,  '50,  M.  '51,  '52,  0.  '53,  O.  '54, 
O.  '55,  O.  '57,  M.  '58,  '59,  'oO,  M.  'bl,  M.  '02,  '05,  '66,  O.  '67, 
U.  '70. 

Samuel  Ilanford,  Oct.  1705,  M.  '7,  M.  '8,  >[.  '11,  M.  '14,  0.  '17,  O.  '19, 

M.  '20,  0,  '22,  O.  '33,  '35,  '30,  '37. 
John  Copp,  May  1700,  M.  Mo.  C).  '18,  "Nf.  '19. 
John  Betts,  Oct.  1708,  M.  '-.>,  ().  '10,  M.  '15,  M.  '16. 
Samuel  Comstock,  Oct.  1711,  O.  '14,  M.  '20,  O.  '23,  0.  '25,  0.  '26,  O. 

'27,  O.  '28,  O.  '29,  O.  '30. 
Matthew  Seymour,  Oct.  17 P2,  O.  '13.^^, 
Samuel  KelioL^cr.  ^fav  1714. 
John  Head,  May  1715,  O. '17. 
John  Raymond,  Oct.  1716. 
John  Bartlct,  Mav  1718. 
Samuel  Marvin,  Mav  1718. 
James  Brown,  Oct.  1720,  >ray  '50,  ^f.  '57. 

James  Lockwood,  Mav  1721,  M.  '22,  O.  '23,  O.  '24,  II.  '26,  M.  '27, 
M.  '29,  '32,  M.  '33,  '35,  M.  '38,  O.  '39,  1740,  0.  '42,  ^^1.  '40,  0.  '48, 
O. '49,  O. '51. 

John  Benedict,  ^fay  1722,       25.  ,  .  / 

Eliphalet  Lnckwood.May  1724. 
Matthew  Grcizi»rv,  Mav  172  I. 

Thomas  Fitch.'  .Nlay  172-i,  M.  '27,  M.  '29,  M.  '30.    Chosen  Assistant. 
Benjamin  Ilickox.  Mav  1728. 
Joseph  Bircliard,  Mav  1730,  M.  '31. 

Jolm  r>ctts,  Oct.  1731,  <  >ct.  '30,  M.  '39,  '41,  M.  '42,  M.  '43. 
Jolm  Marvin.  Mav  1731,  M.  *38. 
Daniel  ll<.it,  Oct.  1734. 

Sanuiol  Fitch,  Mav  173»\  O.  '-11,  '42,  ^F.  '43,  '44,  '45,  '46, '47,  M.  '48, 

'50,  -At.  '51,  '52,'  O.  '53,  M.  '51,  O.  '00,  M.  '01. 
Thomas  Benedict,  May  17:i7,  Oct.    '40,  O.  '44. 
Jose}>li  Com^ock,  Oi-t.  1738. 
Samuel  Cluckston,  Oct.  1739,  M.  '40. 
John  Beldincr,  May  1741. 
Elnathan  llanlord,  1747,  M.  1718. 
Nehemiah  Mead,  May  17-19. 
Da\id  I.amhert.  Oct.  1751. 
James  Fitch,  May  1753,  O.  '54,  M.  '55,  '57. 
Noah  Taylor,  May  1753. 
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Theophilus  Fitch,  ^fay  1754. 

Peter  Lookwood,  Oct!  1755,  O.  'Gl,  O.        'G3,  'G4. 
Joseph  lictts,  JNlay  1760. 

Thomas  Fitch,  jun.,  Oct.  17G1,  'G3,  'G4,  'Go,  'G6,  M.  'C7,  O.  GS,  'G9  O 

'70,  O.  '71,  O.  '72,  O.  73,  O.  '75,  :M.  '7G. 
Nathaniel  BencJict,  Oct.  17GJ. 
Josc])h  Hal],  ^lay  17G7. 
Asa  Spaltlinir,  ]May  17Gv"^. 

Thomas  Beldinir,  Oct.  17GS,  'GO,  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73,  '7-1,  Mav  '75,  M.  '.^7 

'S8,  O.  '89  ;  Belden,  '93. 
Uriah  Kogcrs,  May  1772. 

Dr.  Thaddeiis  Betts,  Oct.  1774,  0.  '75,  'JG,  M.  'S  I,  O.  '^^5,  M.  'SG. 

INIoses  Comstock,  ]\lay  1777. 

Daniel  Betts,  jun.,  ^tay  1777. 

Clapp  Jxaymond,  1778^  O.  '79,  O.  'S3. 

Stephen  St.  John,  1778,  'SO,  M.  'bl,  '82,  M.  '83,  '84,  M.  'b5;  diod 
iSIay  9. 

Samuel  C.  Silliman,  Oct.  1777,  Mav  '79,  0.  'SO,  O.  'sl,  ^f.  's2,  '83. 

O.  '84,  '85,  O.  ^SG,  '87,  '88,  '89,  M*!  '91,  '92,  '94. 
Matthew  :Mead,  I\tay  1779,  '80.  '81. 
James  Tiichards,  Oct.  1779,  0.  '82. 

Eliphalct  Lockwood,  Oct.  1781,  O.  'S6,  O.  '90,  '91,  0.  '94,  '95,  '9o. 

Ilezekiah  Koijers,  May  17S6,  Oct.  '87,  '88. 

Job  Bartram,^Oct.  1790,  O.  '91,  M.  '92. 

Samuel  Comstock,  Oct.  1792,  '93,  O.  '95. 

Taylor  Sherman,  May  1794,  M.  '95,  M.  '96. 

Matthew  Maryin,  Oct.  1796,  '97,  M.  '98,  '99. 

John  Cannon,  May  1797. 

Joseph  Silliman,  Oct.  1797,  M.  1800,  M.  '1. 

Ror^er       Sherman,  1798. 

Isaac  liichards,  1799. 

William  M.  Butts,  1800,  '1,  '2,  '3,  O.  '4,  '9,  '10. 

PhiuL-as  Miller,  Oct.  1801,  '2,  M.  '4. 

Jabcz  Gregory,  1804,  M.  '5,  '6,  '7,  0.  'S,  '11,  '12. 

Stephen  St.  John,  May  1805,  '0. 

John  iiantbrd,  Oct.  1805. 

(TGorge  Raymond,  Oct.  1805,  M.  '7. 

Stephen  Lockwood,  Oct.  1807. 

Moses  Gregory,  May  1808,  '20,  '21,  '23,  '24,  '27.    Conyention,  ISIS. 
John  Taylor,  1808. 
Jacob  Osborne,  1809,  '10,  Oct.  '14. 
Samuel  Bt-wton,  1811. 
s  Thomas  Keed,  1812,  .M.  '13,  '25,  '2G.  ,      ,  , 

Benjamin  Isaacs,  1813,  '15, 'IG,  M.  '17,  O.  'IS, '19,   20,  22,  2-4,  25, 

'27,  '28,  '34. 
Moses  W.  Reed,  Oct.  1813,  M.  '14. 

John  Eyersley,  May  l8l4,  O.  '15,  M.  '16.    Cunvc-niion,  Iblb. 
Lewis  Mallory,  Oct.  1814. 
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Tliaddciis  Botts,  ;N[;u-  1815,  '30. 

Samuel  B.  Warren,  Oct.  IS  10,  '2^^. 

William  J.  Street,  Oct.  IS  17,  M.  'IS 

Dan  Taylor,  ISIS. 

Andrew  JIanford,  1S19. 

James  Quintard,  1S21. 

Noah  Wilcox,  1S22,  '23^  '35,  '3G.  ' 

David  Jiobcrts,  lS2o,  31. 

Charles  W.  Taylor,  1S20,  '35. 

Clark  Bissell,  1S21>,  '41,  '50. 

Eli  B.  Bennett,  1S30,  '31,  MS. 

John  D.  Lounds})ury,  1S32,  '33.         '  ^ 
Thomas  B.  Butler,  1S32,  '33,  "37,  '43,  '-It). 
Samuel  Comstock,  1^34. 
LcAvis  Gregory,  lS3r.,  '37,  *3S. 

Timothy  T.  jNl<;r\vin,  1^3S.  . 

Algernon  E.  Beard,  1S3'J,  '40,  '44,  '45,  '50.  \ 

Joseph  W.  llublH'll,  1S30, '40.  .  \ 

Henry  Sellick,  1S41,  ^12.  •      '  '       '\  • 

Matthew  Wilcox,  IS  12,  "43. 

Charles  Thomas,  1S44.  '  ■.  ' 

William  S.  Lock\vu.»d,  1S45,  '40. 

Samuel  Jarvis,  1S47.  V 

Asa  Hill,  1S47. 

Harvev  Pennoyer,  IS  IS.  \ 
GouUrn.  Jenninir^  lS4f). 
William  H.  Benedict,  1S40. 
Ehenezer  Hill,  1S51. 
Ik-nry       Prowitt,  1S51. 

Town  CU/'IlS  of  JSorir<ilJ: ;  fiirnl^lol  hj  Joiix  A.  AVkkd,  Esq. 

Tliomas  Fitch.  1»>54,  '55,  '5o,  '57,  '5S,  '74,  '75,  '70,  '.^0,  'Si,  'SG. 

iS;itl!a?Hel  Greu'-n-y,  1»I59. 

]Matthc\v  Mar\ii!,  juM.,  Itif.O,  Ml,  '02. 

Thomas  IJi  iadict,  1005  to  1074  and  '77. 

Janu's  (  )l]u>tead,  107S.  '79,  '^2,  '.s3,  'S4,  'S5,  and  'S7  to  1707. 

Samuel  Hantbrd,  1  707  to  170^?. 

John  Copis  170S  to  1740. 

Elnathan  llanturd,  17  10  to  170  }. 

Samuel  Grumnuni.  17t;4  t-*  1mj4. 

Jacob  Osl.orn,  1.^04  to  1>14. 

Benjamin  I>aacs,  lsl4  to  1^44. 

Johii  A.  Weed,  1S44  to 
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